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USE  THE  NEW 
LANE-CHANGING 
ALARM 
FROM  ALIRT. 


Help  reduce  the  stress  of  highway  and  city  driving  with  the  world's  first  elec- 
tronic lane-changing  alarm. 

Its  revolutionary  patented  technology  warns  you  if  there's  a  vehicle  in 
your  driver's-side  blind  spot. 

Feel  safer  and  more  confident  on  the  rood  -  ovoid  those  near  misses 
and  costly  accidents.  Using  the  ALIRT  Lane-changing  Alarm  together 
with  mirror  and  shoulder  checks  reduces  by  10  times  the  risk  of  not  seeing 
a  car  in  your  vehicle's  blind  spot,  compared  to  relying  on  shoulder  and 
mirror  checks  alone. 

Perfect  for  yourself  or  for  someone  you  care  about. 


PRODUCT  FEATURES: 

Fast,  easy  installation  on 
driver's-side  mirror  -  no  wiring 
Fits  most  cars,  light  trucks 
and  SUVs 

Snap-on  /  snap-off  design  to 
prevent  theft 


Battery  included 

Works  in  all  weather 

Simple,  single-switch  operation 

Low-profile,  aerodynamic  design 

Advanced  military  technology 


VETERAN'S  PRICE  OF  $59.95  U.S. 


Order  now  1-877-492-2200 

On-line  ordering  at  www.alirt.com 


ALIRT 

P.O.Box  48021,  1881  Yonge  Street,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada  M4S  3C6 
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Specially  Authorized  by  Ford 

Ford  trademarks  used  under  license  from  Ford  Motor 


Highly  Detailed! 


You  can  adjust  the  wind  vanes 
...just  like  the  original. 


Incredible  Value! 

The  Model  A  was  a  breakthrough  car  for 
Henry  Ford.  It  offered  "roaring  20's"  style  and 
unmatched  performance.  Within  hours  of  its 
introduction,  millions  flooded  showrooms  just 
to  get  a  glimpse  at  Ford's  masterpiece! 

Prized  by  collectors  worldwide,  the  '31  Ford 
is  one  of  the  most  sought  after  Fords  ever  created! 
Now,  for  a  limited  time.  Ford's  historic  mile- 
stone is  available  from  Fairfield  Mint  at  only 
$34.99. 

Incredible 
Details! 

You  will  enjoy 
the  many  true-to-life 
details  captured  in  this 
hefty,  1:18  scale  die- 
cast  metal  replica! 
Lift  either  side  of  the 
louvered  hood  to  reveal 
the  authentically  repro- 
duced engine. 


Handmade  from  over 
100  precision  parts, 
your  replica  includes 
two  spare  tfres  topped 
by  side  view  mirrors 
and  adjustable  wind 
vanes.  Your  Model  A 
will  be  the  showpiece 
of  your  collection  and 
the  envy  of  your 
fiiends...  guaranteed! 

60  Day  No  Risk 
Evaluation 


The  working  rumble  seat  1 
guaranteed  to  bring  back  fond 
memories  of  the  open  road. 


As  always,  your  complete 
satisfaction  is  guaran- 
teed. Don't  miss  your 
opportunity  to  own 
this  beautiful  replica. 
Order  today! 


The  hood,  doors  and 
rumble  seat  open  smoothly! 
The  steering  wheel  even  turns  the  front  wheels. 
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FAIRFIELD  MINT  •  20  Academy  Street  •  Norwalk,  CT  •  06850-4032 

Name   


Just  Say  Yes! 


Address 


□  One  replica  for  $34.99  +  $5.00  S&H  City  Sta 

gjm/^l  Please  enclose  one  of  the  following  as  payment: 

□  Two  or  more  for  $32.49  +  $4.00  S&H  ea.  □  Check  or  Money  Order  (Payable  to  Fairfield  Mint) 

If  I  am  not  completely  satisfied,  I  may  □  MasterCard  nvisa    □  Discover  Signature 
return  my  replica(s)  within  60  days  of 
receipt  for  a  full  refund  or  replacement. 


Zip 


Qty. 


c.c.  #  

Please  allow  2  to  6  weel<s  after  payment  for  shipment. 


Exp.  Date 


MAL26213  62 


Eroding  liberties 

BALINT  VAZSONYFS  "America's 
30  Years  War"  (August)  may  be  the 
most  important  article  ever  published 
in  The  American  Legion  Magazine. 
Any  Legion- 
naire who  did 
not  read  it 
should  pick  it 
up  and  read  it 
thoughtfully, 
then  pass  it 
on  to  a  friend. 

Our  liber- 
ties have 
been  eroded 
to  the  point 
where  the 

Constitution  and  Bill  ol  R 
almost  irrelevant  to  the  e 
govern  from  Washington. 

The  sleeping  giant  that  is  Ameri- 
ca's love  of  freedom  must  awaken 
soon  or  the  world's  light  of  hope  will 
be  lost  and  bring  a  return  of  the  dark 
ages  for  years  to  come. 
-  Thomas  Akin.  North  Hampton,  N.H. 

Editor's  Note:  The  American  Legion 
passed  Resolution  29  at  the  Fall  NEC 
Meeting  which  encourages  Depart- 
ments to  "work  directly  with  Re-Elect 
America."  The  program,  created  by 
Balint  Vazsonyi,  involves  a  bus  tour 
to  each  state  capital  encouraging 
Americans  to  sign  a  pledge  to  return 
America  to  the  principles  penned  by 
the  founding  fathers. 

More  information  on  the  "Re-Elect 
America"  bus  tour  will  be  in  next 
month's  issue. 


hts  are 
te  who 


Honorable  Mention 

ON  VETERANS  DAY,  I  had  the  honor 
of  giving  a  speech  during  the  annual  cer- 
emony at  the  post  office  where  I  work. 
This  year  the  U.S.  Postal  Service  dedi- 
cated a  stamp  honoring  those  who,  like 


those  of  us  in  the  armed  forces,  served 
their  country  -  firefighters  and  police 
officers.  I'm  proud  that  representatives 
of  these  dedicated  individuals  stood 
alongside  me  in  being  recognized  for  the 
selfless  service  they  continually  render. 

Over  the  years  of  my  service,  I  have 
seen  fine  examples  of  selfless  service, 
but  none  compare  to  the  selfless  service 
of  a  group  that  is  rarely  honored  -  the 
families  of  veterans.  I  am  humbled 
every  time  I  hear  my  daughters  sing  the 
National  Anthem  or  say  the  Pledge  of 
Allegiance.  I  am  proud  of  them  and  the 
service  they  render  to  their  country. 
-  Michael  J.  Gallucci,  Geneseo,  N.Y. 

PresGrilied  Prolileiii 

ONE  ISSUE  wasn't  addressed  in  your 
VA  article  (October).  It  seems  at  least 
some  VA  medical  centers  are  not  honor- 
ing prescriptions  written  by  non-VA 
physicians.  The  VA  pharmacies  will  fill 
prescriptions  only  after  veterans  make 
appointments  with  VA  physicians  and 
convince  them  to  write  prescriptions  for 
drugs  prescribed  by  the  non-VA  physi- 
cians. The  result  of  this  policy  is  to  deny 
or  delay  timely  medical  care  to  veterans 
while  increasing  costs  to  the  VA. 

Here's  a  typical  scenario: 

A  veteran  is  diagnosed  as  having  a 
urinary  tract  infection  by  his  family 
physician.  The  veteran  goes  to  the 
nearest  VAMC  expecting  to  get  his 
prescription  filled  for  a  $2  copayment 
instead  of  paying  $50  -  $75  at  his  local 


WE  WANT  YOUR  OPINIONS 


The  American  Legion  Magazine 
welcomes  letters  concerning  articles 
that  appear  in  the  publication.  Letter 
writers  are  also  encouraged  to  submit 
photographs  of  themselves  for 
possible  publication  with  their  letters. 
Be  sure  to  include  your  hometown 
and  a  daytime  phone  number  for 
verification.  All  letters  are  subject  to 
editing.  Send  your  opinions  to: 

The  American  Legion  iVIagazine 
P.O.  60x1055 
indianapolis,  iN  46206 

You  can  also  contact  us  via  e- 
mail  directly  or  through  the  World 
Wide  Web: 

e-mail:  tal(a>legion.org 
internet:  iittp://www.legion.org 


pharmacy.  He  is  informed  that  his  pre- 
scription cannot  be  filled  by  the  VA 
pharmacy  and  advised  to  get  an 
appointment  with  a  VA  physician. 

He  attempts  to  make  an  appoint- 
ment and  is  told  that  the  earliest 
appointment  available  is  three  to  six 
weeks  away.  By  then  the  problem 
will  likely  have  either  cured  itself  or  it 
will  have  progressed  to  a  more  acute 
renal  problem. 

The  scenario  continues  to  snowball 
from  there,  leaving  the  veteran  disillu- 
sioned with  VA.  The  VA  pharmacist 
and  scheduling  clerk  have  spent  time 
that  could  be  spent  with  other  patients. 

I  suggest  that  this  is  an  issue  The 
American  Legion  should  be  addressing. 
-Lonnie  J.  Perry.  Warrenton,  Va. 

VA  Criticism  on  Target 

THE  ARTICLE  "Support  Vital  for 
Crumbling  VA"  by  Peter  Rose 
in  the  Octo- 
ber issue  is 
on  target. 
The  quote, 
the  "VA  is 
meeting  the 
long-term 
needs  of  only 
2 1 .4  percent 
of  disabled 
and  poor  vet- 
erans," is  ac- 
curate as  we 
all  can  see 
from  the  homeless  veterans  on  our 
streets.  Decent  individuals  in  a  non- 
official  capacity  are  needed  for  over- 
sight of  the  VA  that  is  bloated  as  a 
"public  works"  project  and  short  on 
help  for  those  who  must  depend  on 
this  organization  for  health  care. 

-  John  B.  Jaymes,  LaBelle,  Fla. 

Take  a  Numiier 

I  AM  a  disabled  veteran  and  have 
been  suffering  in  severe  pain  since 
1994.  I  can  relate  to  the  articles  in  the 
October  issue.  The  VA  Hospital  in 
Louisville,  Ky.,  has  all  but  turned  its 
back  on  me.  On  one  visit  to  the  emer- 
gency room  for  pain,  the  doctor  asked 
the  receptionist  to  tell  me  to  leave.  I 
have  written  to  my  state  senator  many 
times  about  the  horrid  treatment  I 
receive.  Recently,  while  awaiting  an 
appointment  there,  my  doctor  actually 
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left  me  in  the  waiting  room  until 
lunchtime  when  she  agreed  to  see  me 
via  the  patient  representative.  The  rep- 
resentative then  called  me  in  to  see  her 
and  left  me  there  and  went  to  lunch. 
After  she  returned  from  lunch  to 
attend  to  me,  the  doctor  wrote  on  the 
medical  record,  "Discharge  from  clin- 
ic, no  further  appointments." 

There  must  be  someone  who  can 
respond  to  the  terrible  treatment  we 
receive  at  these  hospitals.  It  is  clear 
that  sending  letters  to  our  state  con- 
gressmen and  senators  does  absolutely 
nothing  to  change  these  facilities. 
-  Roy  Edmonson,  Hudson,  Ky. 

Living  Lilce  a  Refugee 

WHETHER  IT  BE  the  deplorable 
state  that  veterans'  health  care  has 
become,  military  families  living 
below  the  poverty  level,  veterans 
forced  to  sell  blood  (as  if  they  haven't 
given  enough)  to  make  ends  meet,  the 
bottom  line  is  always  funding! 

The  decision  makers  in  Washing- 
ton, many  of  whom  never  served  their 
country,  have  no  problem  minimizing 
or  eliminating  programs  that  affect 
veterans  and  their  families. 

However,  when  a  sea  of  refugees 
began  to  arrive  in  this  country,  law- 
makers suddenly  developed  a  con- 
science. Our  elected  representatives 
had  no  problem  establishing  a  Federal 
Medical  Fund  for  Refugees.  The  only 
requirement  is  to  be  a  refugee.  How- 
ever, veterans  are  subjected  to  means 
testing  to  receive  medical  service. 

What  kind  of  a  statement  is  being 
made  here? 

-R.F.  Nichols,  Waterville,  N.Y. 

Easy  to  Second  Guess 

I  ENJOYED  the  article  on  Adm. 
Zumwalt.  I  retired  in  1971  shortly 
after  he  became  CNO.  He  took  some 
heat  by  ordering  changes  to  Navy 
leadership.  The  heat  was  misdirected. 
Many  junior  officers  and  senior 
enlisted  were  not  prepared  nor  had 
the  leadership  skills  to  comply. 

As  to  his  decisions,  you  have  to 
call  'em  as  you  see  'em.  Since  you 
can't  go  back,  you  live  with  it  know- 
ing you  made  the  best  call  you  could 
at  the  time.  It's  OK  to  second  guess, 
but  it  changes  nothing. 

-  Dick  Cook,  Double  Oak,  Texas 


Striking  a  Chord 

THANK  YOU  for  presenting  the  update 
on  the  Boys  Nation  program  (Legion 
News,  October).  The  delegates'  singing 
thank  you  reminded  me  of  my  days  as  a 
delegate  to  the  Bicentennial  Boys  and 
Girls  Nation  in  1976.  Three  hundred  del- 
egates strong,  we  toured  the  Jefferson 
Memorial  late  one  evening.  The  fading 
rays  of  the  summer  sunset  and  the  awe- 
inspiring  monument  led  one  of  the  dele- 
gates to  begin  singing  softly.  Another 
joined  in,  and  suddenly  the  entire  delega- 
tion was  singing  and  holding  hands.  Oth- 
ers joined  our  ranks  and  our  impromptu 
chorus  grew  to  more  than  400. 

A  park  ranger  sheepishly  ap- 
proached one  of  our  counselors.  He 
explained  that  singing,  even  patriotic 
songs,  at  a  national  monument  was  for- 
bidden. The  counselor  remarked  that  he 
could  not  stop  them,  but  the  ranger  was 
welcome  to  try.  Perhaps  due  to  his  lack 
of  desire  to  enforce  the  rule,  he  tried  to 
break  the  chain  between  myself  and 
Dale  Reneau  -  an  all-state  football 
player  and  State  Superior  Vocalist. 

So  the  two  largest  athletes.  Dale  and 
myself,  simply  tightened  our  grips  and 
Dale  increased  his  volume.  When  we  fin- 
ished the  song,  we  headed  to  our  buses, 
accompanied  by  applause  from  the  other 
visitors.  The  ranger  simply  walked  away. 

I  regret  we  have  tried  to  take  away 
the  freedom  of  expression  of  young 
patriots  through  so-called  politically 
correct  rules.  The  result  has  relegated 
patriotism  to  the  computer  "trash  bin" 
as  an  out-of-date  character  trait. 

To  the  1999  Boys  Nation  delegates, 
I  extend  my  heartfelt  wishes.  Thank 
you  for  continuing  to  carry  the  torch 
of  freedom. 

-  Greg  James,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 


Vets  in  Prison 


AS  THE  PRESIDENT  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Veterans  in  Prison,  Inc.,  I  was 
glad  to  see  the  Legion  take  the  time  to 
print  the  letter  from  a  brother  combat 
veteran  who  took  a  wrong  turn  in  life 
(Vet Voice,  October). 

There  are  272,000  veterans  in  prison 
now.  Many  of  them  need  the  kind  of 
help  Legionnaires  in  New  York  have 
given  to  those  incarcerated  veterans  in 
the  New  York  prison  system. 

In  Massachusetts,  we  are  proud  to 
have  Post  40  of  Plymouth.  They  are 


working  with  us  on  the  Hepatitis  C 
issue.  Many  of  the  veterans  in  prison 
need  treatment  and  are  not  getting  it. 
Post  40  has  really  helped  resolve  this 
issue.  I  can  only  hope  the  leadership  of 
The  American  Legion  will  continue  to 
work  for  all  veterans. 

Remember,  those  of  us  in  prison  who 
were  combat  veterans  fought  just  as  you 
did.  Yes,  we  made  our  mistakes,  but  we 
are  still  America's  veterans. 

-  Charles  C.  Delaney  III 
Noifolk,  Mass. 

Foreign  Aid  Cot 

THE  SOLUTION  to  the  financing  of 
long-term  nursing  care  is  relatively 
easy  -  cancel 
all  foreign 


the  country  when  we  have  American 

citizens  who  need  help. 

-  Mark  Drebin,  New  Port  Richey,  Fla. 


Correctioo 


Editor' s  Note:  In  the  National  Vice 
Commander  biographies  from  the 
November  issue  the  following  errors 
occurred:  In  the  Midwest  region  under 
Vice  Commander  Milton  Lobstein,  Vir- 
ginia and  West  Virginia  were  omitted 
and  Texas,  Oklahoma,  Kansas  and  Mis- 
souri were  mistakenly  included;  in  the 
Central  Region  under  Vice  Commander 
Robert  D.  "Buster"  Skallerud,  France, 
Kansas,  Missouri  and  Nebraska  were 
omitted;  in  Southeast  Region  under  Vice 
Commander  James  F.  Fraughnaugh, 
Oklahoma,  North  Carolina  and  Texas 
were  omitted;  and  in  the  Northeast 
Region  under  Vice  Commander  Robert 
F.  Neville,  Massachusetts  and  Pennsyl- 
vania were  omitted.  Also,  under  the 
National  Sergeant  at  Arms,  Charles  F. 
Price,  we  omitted  his  years  of  service 
with  the  U.S.  Air  Force  from  1954-1962. 
We  apologize  to  the  Departments  and 
individuals  affected  and  extend  our 
regrets  for  the  errors. 
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What  will  you  do  on  the 


Discover  what  millions  have  turned  to  for  arthritis  pain  relief. 
Celebrex  delivers  powerful  24-hour  relief  of  your  arthritis  pain  and  inflammation  day 
and  night.  By  effectively  reducing  pain,  inflammation  and  stiffness,  Celebrex  can  help  you 
through  the  day  with  activities  like  standing,  walking  or  climbing  stairs  and  through  the 
night  while  in  bed.  Millions  of  Celebrex  prescriptions  have  been  written  this  year,  making 
it  the  #1  brand  of  prescription  arthritis  medication.* 

day  you  discover  Celebrex? 

Celebrex  is  a  scientific  breakthrough:  the  first  product  to  target  only  the  COX-2 
enzyme.  Celebrex  has  been  extensively  studied  in  large  clinical  trials.  The  most  common 
side  effects  were  indigestion,  diarrhea  and  abdominal  pain.  In  rare  cases,  serious  stomach 
problems  such  as  bleeding  can  occur  without  warning.  The  percentage  of  patients  who 
stopped  taking  Celebrex  due  to  all  side  effects  (7.1%)  was  similar  to  sugar  pill  (6.1%). 
You  should  not  take  this  product  if  you  have  had  asthma  or  allergic-type  reactions  to 
aspirin,  arthritis  medications  or  certain  sulfa  drugs,  called  sulfonamides.  Be  sure  to  tell 
your  doctor  if  you  have  kidney  problems  or  are  pregnant. 

This  information  cannot  replace  your  doctor's  advice.  Only  your  doctor  can  assess 
the  benefits  and  risks  to  decide  if  Celebrex  is  right  for  you. 

The  #1  selling  brand  of  prescription  arthritis  pain  medicine. 

CELEBREX^ 

(CELECOXIB  CAPSULES)1S§SE 

Call  I  -888-326-8469  or  visit  www.celebrex.com  for  more  information. 


*Does  not  include  generic  products. 
IMS  National  Prescription  Audit  1/1/99  -  5/31/99. 
©  1999  Searle  A99CE17512T 


Please  see  following  page  for  important  product  information. 
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BRIEF  SUMMARY-CELEBREX™  (celecoxib  capsules) 

INDICATIONS  AND  USAGE 

For  relief  of  the  signs  and  symptonns  of  OA,  and  of  RA  in  adults. 
CONTRAINDICATIONS 

Celebrex  is  contraindicated  in  patients  with  known  hypersensitivity  to  celecoxib.  CELEBREX 
should  not  be  given  to  patients  who  have  demonstrated  allergic-type  reactions  to  sulfonamides. 
Celebrex  should  not  be  given  to  patients  who  have  experienced  asthma,  urticaria,  or  allergic- 
type  reactions  after  taking  aspirin  or  other  NSAIDs.  Severe,  rarely  fatal,  anaphylactic-like  reactions 
to  NSAIDs  have  been  reported  in  such  patients  {see  WARNINGS  — Anaphylactoid  Reactions,  and 
PRECAUTIONS-Preexisting  Asthma). 
WARNINGS 

Gastrointestinal  (Gl)  Effects  -  Risk  of  Gl  Ulceration,  Bleeding,  and  Perforation:  Serious  Gl  toxicity 
such  as  bleeding,  ulceration,  and  perforation  of  the  stomach,  small  intestine  or  large  intestine, 
can  occur  at  any  time,  with  or  without  warning  symptoms,  in  patients  treated  with  NSAIDs.  Minor 
upper  Gl  problems,  such  as  dyspepsia,  are  common  and  may  also  occur  at  any  time  during  NSAiD 
tfierapy.  Therefore,  physicians  and  patients  should  remain  alert  for  ulceration  and  bleeding,  even 
in  the  absence  of  previous  Gl  tract  symptoms.  Patients  should  be  informed  about  the  signs  and/or 
symptoms  of  serious  Gl  toxicity  and  the  steps  to  take  if  they  occur.  Only  1/5  patients  who  develop 
a  serious  upper  Gl  adverse  event  on  NSAID  therapy  is  symptomatic.  Upper  Gl  ulcers,  gross 
bleeding  or  perforation,  caused  by  NSAIDs,  appear  to  occur  in  approximately  1%  of  patients 
treated  for  3-6  months,  and  in  about  2-4%  of  patients  treated  for  one  year.  These  trends  continue 
thus,  increasing  the  likelihood  of  developing  a  serious  Gl  event  at  some  time  during  the  course 
of  therapy.  However,  even  short-term  therapy  is  not  without  risk.  It  is  unclear,  at  the  present  time, 
how  the  above  rates  apply  to  CELEBREX  (see  CLINICAL  STUDIES-  Special  Stud-es  in  the  complete 
prescribing  information).  Among  5,285  patients  who  received  CELEBREX  in  controlled  clinical  trials 
of  1  to  6  months  duration  (most  were  3  month  studies)  at  a  daily  dose  of  200  mg  or  more,  2  (0.04%) 
experienced  significant  upper  Gl  bleeding,  at  14  and  22  days  after  initiation  of  dosing.  Approxi- 
mately 40%  of  these  5,285  patients  were  in  studies  that  required  them  to  be  free  of  ulcers  by 
endoscopy  at  study  entry.  Thus  it  is  unclear  If  this  study  population  is  representative  of  the  general 
population.  Prospective,  long-term  studies  required  to  compare  the  incidence  of  serious,  clini- 
cally significant  upper  Gl  adverse  events  in  patients  taking  CELEBREX  vs.  comparator  NSAID 
products  have  not  been  performed.  NSAIDs  should  be  prescribed  with  extreme  caution  in  patients 
with  a  prior  history  of  ulcer  disease  or  Gl  bleeding.  Most  spontaneous  reports  of  fatal  Gl  events 
are  In  elderly  or  debilitated  patients  and  therefore  special  care  should  be  taken  in  treating  this 
population.  To  minimize  the  potential  risk  for  an  adverse  Gl  event,  the  lowest  effective  dose 
should  be  used  for  the  shortest  possible  duration.  For  high  risk  patients,  alternate  therapies  that 
do  not  Involve  NSAIDs  should  be  considered.  Studies  have  shown  that  patients  with  a  prior  history 
of  peptic  ulcer  disease  and/or  Gl  bleeding  and  who  use  NSAIDs,  have  a  greater  than  10-fold  higher 
risk  for  developing  a  Gl  bleed  than  patients  with  neither  of  these  risk  factors.  In  addition  to  a 
past  history  of  ulcer  disease,  pharmacoepldemlological  studies  have  identified  several  other 
co-therapies  or  co-morbid  conditions  that  may  increase  the  risk  for  Gl  bleeding  such  as;  treat- 
ment with  oral  corticosteroids,  treatment  with  anticoagulants,  longer  duration  of  NSAID  therapy, 
smoking,  alcoholism,  older  age,  and  poor  general  health  status. 

Anaphylactoid  Reactions:  Anaphylactoid  reactions  were  not  reported  In  patients  receiving 
CELEBREX  In  clinical  trials.  However,  as  with  NSAIDs  In  general,  anaphylactoid  reactions  may  occur 
in  patients  without  known  prior  exposure  to  CELEBREX.  CELEBREX  should  not  be  given  to  patients 
with  the  aspirin  triad.  This  symptom  complex  typically  occurs  In  asthmatic  patients  who  experi- 
ence rhinitis  with  or  without  nasal  polyps,  or  who  exhibit  severe,  potentially  fatal  bronchospasm 
after  taking  aspirin  or  other  NSAIDs  (see  CONTRAINDICATIONS  and  PRECAUTIONS-Preexist- 
ing Asthma).  Emergency  help  should  be  sought  in  cases  where  an  anaphylactoid  reaction  occurs. 
Advanced  Renat  Disease:  Treatment  with  CELEBREX  is  not  recommended. 

Pregnancy:  In  late  pregnancy  CELEBREX  should  be  avoided  because  it  may  cause  premature  closure 

of  the  ductus  arteriosus. 

PRECAUTIONS 

General:  CELEBREX  cannot  be  expected  to  substitute  for  corticosteroids  or  to  treat  corticosteroid 
insufficiency.  The  pharmacological  activity  of  CELEBREX  In  reducing  inflammation,  and  possibly 
fever,  may  diminish  the  utility  of  these  diagnostic  signs  In  detecting  infectious  complications  of 
presumed  noninfectious,  painful  conditions. 

Hepatic  Effects:  Borderline  elevations  of  one  or  more  liver  tests  may  occur  in  up  to  15%  of  patients 
taking  NSAIDs,  and  notable  elevations  of  ALT  or  AST  (approximately  three  or  more  times  the 
upper  limit  of  normal)  have  been  reported  In  approximately  1%  of  patients  in  clinical  trials  with 
NSAIDs.  These  laboratory  abnormalities  may  progress,  may  remain  unchanged,  or  may  be  tran- 
sient with  continuing  therapy.  Rare  cases  of  severe  hepatic  reactions,  including  jaundice  and  fatal 
fulminant  hepatitis,  liver  necrosis  and  hepatic  failure  (some  with  fatal  outcome)  have  been 
reported  with  NSAIDs.  In  controlled  clinical  trials  of  CELEBREX,  the  incidence  of  borderline 
elevations  of  liver  tests  was  6%  for  CELEBREX  and  5%  for  placebo,  and  approximately  0.2%  of 
patients  taking  CELEBREX  and  0.3%  of  patients  taking  placebo  had  notable  elevations  of  ALT  and 
AST.  A  patient  with  symptoms  and/or  signs  suggesting  liver  dysfunction,  or  in  whom  an  abnormal 
liver  test  has  occurred,  should  be  monitored  carefully  for  evidence  of  the  development  of  a  more 
severe  hepatic  reaction  while  on  therapy  with  CELEBREX.  If  clinical  signs  and  symptoms  consis- 
tent with  liver  disease  develop,  or  If  systemic  manifestations  occur  (e.g.,  eosinophllia,  rash,  etc.), 
CELEBREX  should  be  discontinued. 

Renal  Effects:  Long-term  administration  of  NSAIDs  has  resulted  in  renal  papillary  necrosis  and 
other  renal  injury.  Renal  toxicity  has  also  been  seen  In  patients  in  whom  renal  prostaglandins 
have  a  compensatory  role  In  the  maintenance  of  renal  perfusion.  In  these  patients,  administra- 
tion of  an  NSAID  may  cause  a  dose-dependent  reduction  in  prostaglandin  formation  and,  secon- 
darily. In  renal  blood  flow,  which  may  precipitate  overt  renal  decompensation.  Patients  at  greatest 
risk  of  this  reaction  are  those  with  Impaired  renal  function,  heart  failure,  liver  dysfunction,  those 
taking  diuretics  and  ACE  inhibitors,  and  the  elderly.  Discontinuation  of  NSAID  therapy  is  usually 
followed  by  recovery  to  the  pretreatment  state.  Clinical  trials  with  CELEBREX  have  shown  renal 
effects  similar  to  those  observed  with  comparator  NSAIDs.  Caution  should  be  used  when  initi- 
ating treatment  with  CELEBREX  in  patients  with  considerable  dehydration.  It  is  advisable  to 
rehydrate  patients  first  and  then  start  therapy  with  CELEBREX,  Caution  Is  also  recommended  in 
patients  with  pre-existing  kidney  disease  (see  WARNINGS —Advanced  Renal  Disease). 
Hematological  Effects:  Anemia  may  occur  In  controlled  clinical  trials  the  Incidence  of  anemia 
was  0.6%  with  CELEBREX  and  0,4%  with  placebo.  Patients  on  long-term  treatment  with  CELEBREX 
should  have  their  hemoglobin  or  hematocrit  checked  if  they  exhibit  any  signs  or  symptoms  of 
anemia  or  blood  loss.  CELEBREX  does  not  generally  affect  platelet  counts,  prothrombin  time  (PT), 
or  partial  thromboplastin  time  (PTT),  and  does  not  appear  to  inhibit  platelet  aggregation  at 
indicated  dosages  (See  CLINICAL  STUDIES  -  Special  Studies  -  Platelets  In  the  complete 
prescribing  information). 

Fluid  Retention  and  Edema:  Fluid  retention  and  edema  may  occur  (see  ADVERSE  REACTIONS). 
Therefore,  CELEBREX  should  be  used  with  caution  in  patients  with  fluid  retention,  hypertension. 
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celecoxib  compared  with  patients  on  placebo.  Other  laboratory  abnormalities  that  occurred  more 
frequently  in  the  patients  receiving  celecoxib  Included  hypophosphatemia,  and  elevated  BUN. 
These  laboratory  abnormalities  were  also  seen  In  patients  who  received  comparator  NSAIDs  in 
these  studies.  The  clinical  significance  of  these  abnormalities  has  not  been  established. 
Drug  Interactions:  General:  Celecoxib  metabolism  is  predominantly  mediated  via  cytochrome  P460 
209  in  the  liver.  Co-administration  of  celecoxib  with  drugs  that  are  known  to  inhibit  2C9  should 
be  done  with  caution.  In  vitro  studies  indicate  that  celecoxib,  although  not  a  substrate.  Is  an  inhib- 
itor of  cytochrome  P450  2D6.  Therefore,  there  is  a  potential  for  an  in  vivo  drug  Interaction  with 
drugs  that  are  metabolized  by  P450  2D6.  ACE-inbibitors:  Reports  suggest  that  NSAIDs  may 
diminish  the  antihypertensive  effect  of  Angiotensin  Converting  Enzyme  (ACE)  Inhibitors.  This  Inter- 
action should  be  given  consideration  In  patients  taking  CELEBREX  concomitantly  with  ACE-lnhlb- 
itors.  Furosemide:  Clinical  studies,  as  well  as  post  marketing  observations,  have  shown  that 
NSAIDs  can  reduce  the  natriuretic  effect  of  furosemide  and  thiazides  in  some  patients.  This 
response  has  been  attributed  to  Inhibition  of  renal  prostaglandin  synthesis.  Aspirin:  CELEBREX  can 
be  used  with  low  dose  aspirin.  However,  concomitant  administration  of  aspirin  with  CELEBREX  may 
result  In  an  increased  rate  of  Gl  ulceration  or  other  complications,  compared  to  use  of  CELEBREX 
alone  (see  CLINICAL  STUDIES  -  Special  Studies-Gastrointestinal  in  the  complete  prescribing 
Information).  Because  of  its  lack  of  platelet  effects,  CELEBREX  is  not  a  substitute  for  aspirin  for  cardio- 
vascular prophylaxis.  Fluconazole:  Concomitant  administration  of  fluconazole  at  200  mg  QD 
resulted  in  a  two-fold  increase  In  celecoxib  plasma  concentration.  This  increase  is  due  to  the 
Inhibition  of  celecoxib  metabolism  via  P450  2C9  by  fluconazole  (see  Pharmacokinetics  -  Metab- 


olism). CELEBREX  should  be  introduced  at  the  lowest  recommended  dose  in  patients  receiving  flu- 
conazole. Litbium:  In  a  study  conducted  in  healthy  subjects,  mean  steady-state  lithium  plasma 
levels  increased  approximately  17%  in  subjects  receiving  lithium  450  mg  BID  with  CELEBREX  200 
mg  BID  as  compared  to  subjects  receiving  lithium  alone.  Patients  on  lithium  treatment  should  be 
closely  monitored  when  CELEBREX  is  Introduced  or  withdrawn.  Methotrexate:  In  an  interaction 
study  of  rheumatoid  arthritis  patients  taking  methotrexate,  CELEBREX  did  not  have  a  significant 
effect  on  the  pharmacokinetics  of  methotrexate.  Warfarin:  Anticoagulant  activity  should  be  mon- 
itored, particularly  In  the  first  few  days,  after  Initiating  or  changing  CELEBREX  therapy  in  patients 
receiving  warfarin  or  similar  agents,  since  these  patients  are  at  an  increased  risk  of  bleeding  com- 
plications. The  effect  of  celecoxib  on  the  anticoagulant  effect  of  warfarin  was  studied  in  a  group 
of  healthy  subjects  receiving  daily  doses  of  2  to  6  mg  of  warfarin.  In  these  subjects,  celecoxib  did 
not  alter  the  anticoagulant  effect  of  warfarin  as  determined  by  prothrombin  time.  However,  in  post- 
marketing experience,  bleeding  events  have  been  reported,  predominantly  in  the  elderly,  in  asso- 
ciation with  increases  in  prothrombin  time  in  patients  receiving  CELEBREX  concurrently  with 
warfarin.  Carcinogenesis,  mutagenesis,  impairment  of  fertility:  Celecoxib  was  not  carcinogenic 
In  rats  given  oral  doses  up  to  200  mg/kg  for  males  and  10  mg/kg  for  females  (approximately  2- 
to  4-fold  the  human  exposure  as  measured  by  the  AUCo-24  at  200  mg  BID)  or  in  mice  given  oral 
doses  up  to  25  mg/kg  for  males  and  50  mg/kg  for  females  (approximately  equal  to  human 
exposure  as  measured  by  the  AUCo-24  at  200  mg  BID)  for  two  years,  Celecoxib  was  not  muta- 
genic in  an  Ames  test  and  a  mutation  assay  In  Chinese  hamster  ovary  (CHO)  cells,  nor  clastogenic 
in  a  chromosome  aberration  assay  in  CHO  cells  and  an  in  vivo  micronucleus  test  in  rat  bone 
marrow.  Celecoxib  did  not  impair  male  and  female  fertility  in  rats  at  oral  doses  up  to  600 
mg/kg/day  (approximately  11 -fold  human  exposure  at  200  mg  BID  based  on  the  AUCo-24)- 
Pregnancy:  Teratogenic  effects:  Pregnancy  Category  C.  Celecoxib  was  not  teratogenic  in  rabbits 
up  to  an  oral  dose  of  60  mg/kg/day  (equal  to  human  exposure  at  200  mg  BID  as  measured  by 
AUCo-24);  however,  at  oral  doses  3^150  mg/kg/day  (approximately  2-fold  human  exposure  at  200 
mg  BID  as  measured  by  AUCo-24),  an  increased  incidence  of  fetal  alterations,  such  as  ribs  fused, 
sternebrae  fused  and  sternebrae  misshapen,  was  observed.  A  dose-dependent  Increase  in  dia- 
phragmatic hernias  was  observed  in  one  of  two  rat  studies  at  oral  doses  5^30  mg/kg/day  (approx- 
imately 6-fold  human  exposure  based  on  the  AUCo-24  at  200  mg  BID).  There  are  no  studies  in 
pregnant  women.  CELEBREX  should  be  used  during  pregnancy  only  if  the  potential  benefit  justi- 
fies the  potential  risk  to  the  fetus.  Nonteratogenic  effects:  Celecoxib  produced  preimplantation 
and  post-Implantation  losses  and  reduced  embryo/fetal  survival  in  rats  at  oral  dosages  550  mg/ 
kg/day  (approximately  6-fold  human  exposure  based  on  the  AUCo-24  at  200  mg  BID).  These 
changes  are  expected  with  inhibition  of  prostaglandin  synthesis  and  are  not  the  result  of  per- 
manent alteration  of  female  reproductive  function,  nor  are  they  expected  at  clinical  exposures. 
No  studies  have  been  conducted  to  evaluate  the  effect  of  celecoxib  on  the  closure  of  the  ductus 
arteriosus  In  humans.  Therefore,  use  of  CELEBREX  during  the  third  trimester  of  pregnancy  should 
be  avoided.  Labor  and  delivery:  Celecoxib  produced  no  evidence  of  delayed  labor  or  parturition 
at  oral  doses  up  to  100  mg/kg  In  rats  (approximately  7-fold  human  exposure  as  measured  by  the 
AUCo-24  at  200  mg  BID).  The  effects  of  CELEBREX  on  labor  and  delivery  In  pregnant  women  are 
unknown.  Nursing  mothers:  It  is  not  known  whether  this  drug  Is  excreted  in  human  milk.  Because 
many  drugs  are  excreted  in  human  milk  and  because  of  the  potential  for  serious  adverse  reac- 
tions in  nursing  infants  from  CELEBREX,  a  decision  should  be  made  whether  to  discontinue  nursing 
or  to  discontinue  the  drug,  taking  into  account  the  importance  of  the  drug  to  the  mother. 
Pediatric  Use:  Safety  and  effectiveness  In  pediatric  patients  below  the  age  of  18  years  have  not 
been  evaluated. 

Geriatric  Use:  Of  the  total  number  of  patients  who  received  CELEBREX  in  clinical  trials,  more  than 
2,100  were  65-74  years  of  age,  white  approximately  800  additional  patients  were  75  years  and 
over.  While  the  incidence  of  adverse  experiences  tended  to  be  higher  in  elderly  patients,  no  sub- 
stantial differences  in  safety  and  effectiveness  were  observed  between  these  subjects  and  younger 
subjects.  Other  reported  clinical  experience  has  not  identified  differences  In  response  between 
the  elderly  and  younger  patients,  but  greater  sensitivity  of  some  older  individuals  cannot  be  ruled 
out.  In  clinical  studies  comparing  renal  function  as  measured  by  the  GFR,  BUN  and  creatinine, 
and  platelet  function  as  measured  by  bleeding  time  and  platelet  aggregation,  the  results  were 
not  different  between  elderly  and  young  volunteers. 
ADVERSE  REACTIONS 

Adverse  events  occurring  in  ^2%  of  Celebrex  patients  regardless  of  causality  at  recommended 
doses  (N=4U6):  abdominal  pain  4.1%,  diarrhea  5.6%,  dyspepsia  8.8%,  flatulence  2.2%,  nausea 
3,5%,  back  pain  2,8%,  peripheral  edema  2.1%,  injury-accidental  2.9%,  dizziness  2.0%,  headache 
15.8%,  insomnia  2.3%,  pharyngitis  2.3%,  rhinitis  2.0%,  sinusitis  6.0%,  upper  respiratory  tract  infec- 
tion 8.1%,  rash  2.2%.  In  placebo-  or  active-controlled  clinical  trials,  the  discontinuation  rate  due 
to  adverse  events  was  7.1%  for  patients  receiving  CELEBREX  and  6.1%  for  patients  receiving 

Celebrex  treatment  groups  were  dyspepsia  and  abdominal  pain  (cited  as  reasons  for  discontin- 
uation In  0.8%  and  0.7%  of  CELEBREX  patients,  respectively).  Among  patients  receiving  placebo, 
0.6%  discontinued  due  to  dyspepsia  and  0.6%  withdrew  due  to  abdominal  pain.  The  following 
adverse  events  occurred  in  0.1-1.9%  of  patients  regardless  of  causality. 

Celebrex  (100-200  mg  BID  or  200  mg  QD):  Gl:  Constipation,  diverticulitis,  dysphagia,  eructation, 
esophagitis,  gastritis,  gastroenteritis,  gastroesophageal  reflux,  hemorrhoids,  hiatal  hernia,  melena, 
dry  mouth,  stomatitis,  tenesmus,  tooth  disorder,  vomiting;  Cardiovascular:  Aggravated  hyperten- 
sion, angina  pectoris,  coronary  artery  disease,  myocardial  infarction;  General:  Allergy  aggravated, 
allergic  reaction,  asthenia,  chest  pain,  cyst  NOS,  edema  generalized,  face  edema,  fatigue,  fever,  hot 
flushes,  influenza-like  symptoms,  pain,  peripheral  pain;  Resistance  mecbanism  disorders:  Herpes 
simplex,  herpes  zoster,  infection  bacterial.  Infection  fungal.  Infection  soft  tissue,  infection  viral,  moni- 
liasis, moniliasis  genital,  otitis  media;  Central,  peripheral  nervous  system:  Leg  cramps,  hypertonia, 
hypoesthesia,  migraine,  neuralgia,  neuropathy,  paresthesia,  vertigo;  Female  reproductive:  Breast 
fibroadenosis,  breast  neoplasm,  breast  pain,  dysmenorrhea,  menstrual  disorder,  vaginal  hemor- 
rhage, vaginitis;  Male  reproductive:  Prostatic  disorder;  Hearing  and  vestibular:  Deafness, 
ear  abnormality,  earache,  tinnitus;  Heart  rate  and  rhytbm:  Palpitation,  tachycardia;  Liver  and 
biliary  system:  Hepatic  function  abnormal,  SCOT  increased,  SGPT  Increased;  Metabolic  and 
nutritional:  BUN  Increased,  CPK  increased,  diabetes  mellitus,  hypercholesterolemia,  hyper- 
glycemia, hypokalemia,  NPN  increase,  creatinine  increased,  alkaline  phosphatase  Increased,  weight 
Increase;  Musculoskeletal:  Arthralgia,  arthrosis,  bone  disorder,  fracture  accidental,  myalgia,  neck 
stiffness,  synovitis,  tendinitis;  Platelets  (bleeding  or  clotting):  Ecchymosis,  epistaxis,  thrombo- 
cythemla;  Psychiatric:  Anorexia,  anxiety,  appetite  increased,  depression,  nervousness,  somno- 
lence; Hemic:  Anemia;  Respiratory:  Bronchitis,  bronchospasm,  bronchospasm  aggravated, 
coughing,  dyspnea,  laryngitis,  pneumonia;  Skin  and  appendages:  Alopecia,  dermatitis,  nail 
disorder,  photosensitivity  reaction,  pruritus,  rash  erythematous,  rash  maculopapular,  skin  disorder, 
skin  dry,  sweating  Increased,  urticaria;  Application  site  disorders:  Cellulitis,  dermatitis  contact, 
injection  site  reaction,  skin  nodule;  Special  senses:  Taste  perversion;  Urinary  system:  Albuminuria, 
cystitis,  dysuria,  hematuria,  micturition  frequency,  renal  calculus,  urinary  incontinence,  urinary 
tract  infection;  Vision:  Blurred  vision,  cataract,  conjunctivitis,  eye  pain,  glaucoma. 
Other  serious  adverse  reactions  which  occur  rarely  (<0.1%),  regardless  of  causality:  The  fol- 
lowing serious  adverse  events  have  occurred  rarely  in  patients,  taking  CELEBREX.  Cardiovascular: 
Syncope,  congestive  heart  failure,  ventricular  fibrillation,  pulmonary  embolism,  cerebrovascular 
accident,  peripheral  gangrene,  thrombophlebitis;  Gl:  intestinal  obstruction.  Intestinal  perfora- 
tion, Gl  bleeding,  colitis  with  bleeding,  esophageal  perforation,  pancreatitis,  cholelithiasis,  ileus; 
Hemic  and  lymphatic:  Thrombocytopenia;  Nervous  system:  Ataxia;  Renal:  Acute  renal  failure; 
General:  Sepsis,  sudden  death. 
OVERDOSAGE 

Symptoms  following  acute  NSAID  overdoses  are  usua 
vomiting,  and  epigastric  pain,  which  are  generally  re 
can  occur.  Hypertension,  acute  renal  failure,  respiral 
are  rare.  Anaphylactoid  reactions  have  been  reported 
may  occur  following  an  overdose.  Patients  should  be 
care  following  an  NSAID  overdose.  There  are  no  specific  antidotes 
regarding  the  removal  of  celecoxib  by  hemodialysis  but  based 
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kely  to  be  useful  in  overdose.  Emesis  and/or  activated 
,  1  to  2  glkg  in  children)  and/or  osmotic  cathartic  may  be  indicated 
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lance  to  Congress:  Keep  Health  Bare  Premises 


National  Commander  Al  Lance  urges  Congress  to  keep  its  promise  to  provide  liealth  care  for  veterans. 


By  John  B.  Raughter 

Editor 

^  MERICA  is  breaking  promises 
made  to  veterans  and,  in  so  doing, 
contributing  to  recruitment  prob- 
lems for  the  military.  National 
Commander  Al  Lance  told  a  joint 
session  of  the  House  and  Senate  Veter- 
ans Affairs  Committees  recently. 

"The  young  men  and  women  who  are 
currently  of  the  age  to  be  eligible  for  mil- 
itary service  are  closely  examining  their 
options,"  Lance  said  in  a  committee 
room  packed  with  Legionnaires.  "They 
are  aware  of  the  pay  and  other  quality- 
of-life  issues,  and  they  also  see  what  is 
happening  to  veterans,  military  retirees 
and  their  families  with  respect  to  the 
diminution  of  health  care  and  education- 
al benefits.  If  adequate  benefits  and 
incentives  are  not  made  available,  the 
armed  forces  will  continue  to  be  hard 
pressed  to  attract  and  to  retain  high-cal- 
iber men  and  women  into  its  ranks." 

"The  bottom  line. ..is  that 
The  American  Legion  is 
recommending  $20.5 
billion  in  medical  care 
funding  in  FY 2001." 
-Al  Lance 

Rep.  Jack  Quinn,  R-N.Y.,  agreed.  "In 
terms  of  recruitment  and  retention,  how 
we  behave  and  how  we  keep  those  com- 
mitments are  critically  important." 

Lance's  testimony  impressed  Rep. 
Corrine  Brown,  D-Fla.,  who  chided 
some  of  her  colleagues  and  told  the 
Commander,  "We  talk  a  great  talk  today. 
But  you  need  to  make  sure  that  we're  not 
just  talking  the  talk,  (but)  that  we  are 
walking  the  walk." 

Brown,  who  favors  a  $3  billion 
increase  over  the  Clinton  administra- 
tion's fiscal  2000  VA  health  care  budget, 
criticized  Republican  tax  cut  proposals. 
"It  is  ludicrous  to  say  we  have  a  surplus 
when  we  have  not  paid  our  bills.  We're 
talking  about  $3  billion  and  we're  talking 
about  a  $700  billion  tax  cut.  It  doesn't 
make  any  sense." 

Rep.  Steve  Buyer,  R-Ind.,  defended 


the  work  of  the  committee  and  Chairman 
Bob  Stump,  R-Ariz.  "Under  Bob 
Stump's  leadership,  we've  added  a  bil- 
lion dollars  in  appropriations.  That 
doesn't  just  happen.  That  takes  a  lot  of 
hard  work,"  Buyer  said.  "A  billion  dol- 
lars is  real  money." 

Legislative  Priorities.  Lance  also 
thanked  the  committee  for  adding  funds 
to  the  fiscal  2000  VA  medical  care  bud- 
get. "The  American  Legion  was  appalled 
by  the  president's  FY  2000  budget 
request  for  the  Department  of  Veterans 
Affairs.  Particularly,  since  during  its 
development  we  had  desperately 
attempted  to  wam  both  the  president  and 
the  Office  of  Management  and  Budget  of 
the  need  for  additional  funding  for  med- 
ical care.  Unfortunately,  those  warnings 
fell  on  deaf  ears,"  he  said. 

"However,  thanks  to  the  work  of 
the  Veterans  Affairs  Committees  and 
others  in  Congress,  it  appears  certain 
that  the  badly  needed  funds  will  be 
appropriated." 

Lance  then  tumed  his  attention  to  fis- 
cal 2001.  "The  bottom  line,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, is  that  The  American  Legion  is  rec- 
ommending $20.5  billion  in  medical 
care  funding  in  FY  2001." 

Lance  submitted  a  written  statement 
detailing  American  Legion  legislative 
priorities,  which  included  a  broad  spec- 
trum of  veterans'  needs  such  as  funds  for 
tobacco-related  claims,  the  Hepatitis  C 
virus  and  Gulf  War  illnesses. 


"Veterans,  in  general,  as  in  the  case 
with  the  population  as  a  whole,  are  living 
longer,"  Lance  said.  "With  the  aging 
process  comes  the  need  for  more  acute 
and  intense  medical  care  and,  in  many 
instances,  long-term  care  for  chronic  ill- 
nesses and  disabilifies." 

He  urged  both  the  House  and  Senate 
to  closely  examine  the  GI  Bill  of  Health, 
which  would  guarantee  all  veterans  and 
their  families  access  to  the  VA  health 
care  system. 

"The  American  Legion  is  convinced 
that  the  GI  Bill  of  Health  is  the  best  solu- 
tion for  the  future  of  the  VA  medical 
care  system,"  said  Lance.  "It  is  a  respon- 
sible proposal  that  will  be  advantageous 
to  veterans,  VA  and  ultimately  to  the  tax- 
payers in  the  United  States." 

Lance's  testimony  was  warmly 
received  by  committee  members.  Quinn 
also  praised  the  Legion  for  its  National 
Emergency  Fund.  "I'd  like  to  congratu- 
late The  American  Legion  for  helping 
victims  of  the  recent  floods  and  other 
natural  disasters.  I  understand  that  The 
American  Legion  has  helped  over  3,500 
families  nationwide  since  1989.  I'd  like 
to  congratulate  you  on  that." 

After  the  hearing,  scores  of  Legion- 
naires visited  with  congressional 
members  and  urged  them  to  pass 
many  of  The  American  Legion's  leg- 
islative priorities.  The  National  Com- 
mander also  addressed  these  priorities 
in  a  meeting  with  Senate  Majority 
Leader  Trent  Lott,  R-Miss.  □ 
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SbMy  JFeatment  Equals  Recruiting  Wues 


America's  military  strength  is 
the  indispensable  foundation 
of  our  nation's  freedom  and 
economic  prosperity.  Alarm- 
ingly, the  deterrent  underpin- 
ning of  "life,  liberty  and  the 
pursuit  of  happiness"  is  begin- 
ning to  deteriorate. 
Our  nation's  slim,  trim, 
post-Cold  War  military  is  lean- 
er than  it  ought  to  be.  The  armed  forces  in 
fiscal  1998  signed  up  some  186,000 
recruits,  about  8,000  shy  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Defense  "goal"  of  192,000. 
DoD's  fiscal  '98  goal  was  lower  than  the 
197,000  men  and  women  recruited  in  fis- 
cal '97,  a  reflection  of  a  downsized 
active-duty  force  of  about  1.35  million. 
Recruiting  projections  for  the  current  fis- 
cal year  are  even  more  dismal.  The  armed 
forces  simply  cannot  match  the  financial 
inducements  of  private  sector  careers 
available  to  young  people,  particularly  in 
today's  strong  economy.  As  a  veterans 
advocate,  I  believe  there  is  another 
dimension  of  recent  recruiting  shortfalls: 
whether  veterans  and  today's  active-duty 
troops  are  apt  to  recommend  military  ser- 
vice to  others. 

"Our  nation  must  not 
depend  upon  hard 
economic  times  to  make 
young  people  consider 
becoming  citizen-soldiers. " 

On  Sept.  28,  in  my  first  Capitol  Hill 
appearance  as  your  National  Comman- 
der, I  offered  Congress  one  solution  to 
this  precaiious  trend.  I  urged  a  joint  ses- 
sion of  the  House  and  Senate  Veterans 
Affairs  committees  to  bestow  well- 
deserved  benefits  to  military  veterans 
and  quality-of-life  improvements  to 
those  in  uniform  today. 

Our  nation  must  not  depend  upon 
hard  economic  times  to  make  young 
people  consider  becoming  citizen- 
soldiers. 

Congress  must  stock  the  armed  forces 
with  vital  ammunition  for  the  Pentagon's 
war  on  attrition:  Pay  raises  and  enlist- 
ment bonuses,  for  instance,  must  make 


salaries  somewhat  more  competitive 
with  those  of  the  private  sector.  It  is 
illogical  to  expect  young  people  to  join 
the  military  when  an  estimated  12,000 
troops  are  on  public  assistance. 

Ultimately,  however,  the  treatment  of 
veterans  by  their  Uncle  Sam  transmits  an 
important  message  to  young  people  con- 
sidering military  service  —  especially 
young  people  with  veterans  in  their  fami- 
lies. Today's  young  adults  hear  from  rel- 
atives who  wait  weeks  to  be  seen  by  a 
VA  doctor.  They  read  accounts  about 
mysterious  Gulf  War  illnesses  affecting 
people  not  much  older  than  they  are,  and 
how  many  of  the  sick  believe  govern- 
ment could  do  more.  They  know  veter- 
ans groups  lobby  hard  for  health  care  and 
benefits  that,  frankly.  Congress  should 
provide  without  prodding. 

Consider  these  questions:  Do  military 
retirees  receive  lifetime  access  to  quality 
health  care?  Is  the  VA  health  care  system 
accessible  to  all  veterans  and  their  fami- 
lies? If  a  veteran  suffers  from  an  illness 
that  appears  to  have  originated  in-ser- 
vice, will  the  federal  government  process 
his  or  her  claim  in  a  timely  and  efficient 
manner?  Recent  high  school  and  college 
graduates,  with  any  of  America's  25 
million  veterans  in  their  families,  know 
that  the  answers  are  "No,"  "No"  and 
"Maybe." 


Access  to  Health  Care.  Is  it  any  wonder 
that  it  is  difficult  for  the  armed  forces  to 
find  a  few  good  men  and  women? 
Access  to  precious  health  care,  for  one- 
self and  one's  family,  is  an  inducement 
to  do  anything,  including  raise  one's 
right  hand  and  take  the  oath  of 
military  service.  After  Con-  -^d^. 
gress  implements  The  Ameri- 
can  Legion  GI  Bill  of  Health, 
every  veteran  and  his  or  her  • 
family  will  have  access  to 
health  care  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  Veterans  Affairs 
health  care  system. 

The  plan  will  allow  veteran 
and  their  families  either  to  use  their  own 
third-party  coverage  to  pay  for  treatment 
in  a  VA  hospital  or  to  select  a  VA- 
approved  plan  of  co-payments  and 
deductibles.  Military  retirees  on  Tricare 
and  elderly  veterans  on  Medicare  will 


receive  the  VA  health  care  they  deserve. 
The  additional  third-party  funding  will 
reduce  —  but  not  eliminate  —  the  sys- 
tem's dependency  on  taxpayer  funding. 
Under  the  plan,  those  who  currently  use 
the  VA  health  care  system  will  continue 
to  have  unfettered  access. 

While  Congress  studies  the  GI  Bill  of 
Health,  an  increase  in  VA  funding  is  a 
short-term  solution  to  taking  care  of 
those  who  took  care  of  our  freedom. 

I  applaud  the  House  for  appropriating 
an  additional  $1.7  billion  to  the  adminis- 
tration's paltry  VA  health  care  recom- 
mendation for  fiscal  2000. 1  also  applaud 
those  in  the  Senate  who  support  roughly 
the  same  funding  increase. 

But  the  overall  VA  budget,  capped 
by  the  Balanced  Budget  Act  of  1997, 
I  ii       must  be  increased  to  pay  for  more 

*  UiA    adjudicators  to  expedite  claims 

processing,  among  other 
improvements. 

Our  nation  must  take  bet- 
15  ter  care  of  its  troops  and  vet- 
^  erans  because  it  is  the  right 
thing  to  do. 

tyran- 
ny IS  repelled.  Although  the  Guard, 
Reserves  and,  if  necessary,  a  Selective 
Service  System  are  reservoirs  of  rein- 
forcements, our  nation  must  not  entrust 
our  freedom  to  depleted  armed  forces  — 
not  with  "life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of 
happiness"  at  stake. 


^^^feU^V^  Liberty  dwells  where 
ns         '       nv  is  repelled.  Although  the  ( 
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Former  Secretary  of  Education,  Co-founder  of  Empower  America  and  best-selling  author,  Dr.  William  Bennett. 


BILL  BENNETT  often  refers  to  the  values  and 
traditions  that  made  this  country  what  it  is.  One  of 
those  traditions,  Christmas,  is  something  Bennett  said 
he  never  really  fully  appreciated  until  he  was  married 
and  had  children.  "The  Christmases  with  them  have  topped 
anything  that  has  come  before,"  he  said.  "Having  a  family 
at  Christmas  is  the  best  thing  that  has  ever  happened  to  me. 
...We  go  to  midnight  Mass  and  Joe  (Bennett's  youngest 
son)  has  a  habit  of  falling  asleep  in  our  laps,  sleeping  at 
home  and  then  getting  up  early  for  the  tree." 

The  renowned  author  and  former  Secretary  of  Education 
under  President  Reagan  has  two  young  sons  with  his  wife, 
Elayne.  A  bachelor  until  he  was  39,  Bennett  said  he  has 
spent  many  Christmases  by  himself.  "I  remember  one  I 
spent  with  a  friend  at  a  Greyhound  bus  station  in  Austin, 
Texas.  We  had  dinner  down  there  because  it  was  about  all 
we  could  afford." 

Bennett  recently  spoke  to  The  American  Legion  Maga- 
zine's Steve  Brown  about  Christmas  and  other  Christian 
and  Jewish  traditions  that  have  helped  guide  this  nation  for 
more  than  200  years. 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE:  What  makes 

the  Christmas  tradition  so  special? 


BlLLBENNEH:  Christmas  and  Easter  constitute  the  two 
holiest  days  of  the  year,  the  most  important  days  to  cele- 
brate. For  Christians  worldwide,  Christmas  is  a  time  to 
reflect  about  how  life  must  be  infused  with  something  tran- 
scendent, something  more  important  than  the  daily  scope  of 
our  responsibilities.  Christmas  season  reminds  us  that  we 
are  connected  to  something  more  important;  larger,  higher 
and  better  than  we  are. 

Q  :  With  respect  to  Christmas,  nativity  scenes,  the 
ACLU  and  court  decisions:  Is  America  getting  away 
from  traditional  Western,  Judeo-Christian  values? 

A  :  It  seems  to  be  in  an  anything-goes  mode.  There  have 
been  a  lot  of  books  written  about  the  drift.  Allan  Wolf, 
who's  a  professor  at  Boston  College,  wrote  a  book  called 
"One  Nation  After  All,"  in  which  he's  sympathetic  to  what 
I  would  call  this  drift.  He  says  the  Ten  Commandments 
have  become  the  ten  suggestions. 

People  are  unwilling  to  exercise  judgment  about  others' 
behavior  or  their  own  for  fear  of  being  called  judgmental. 
Judgmental  is  now  a  term  of  opprobrium.  Clearly  none  of 
us  wants  to  be  a  flaming  sword,  in  the  sense  that  we  want  to 
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(sildenafil  citrate) tahkts 
Let  the  dance  begin™ 


go  around  being  intolerant,  criticizing  our  neighbors  and 
friends.  But  the  capacity  to  judge  things  right  or  wrong  is 
one  of  the  unique  capacities  of  humans.  We  owe  it  to  our 
neighbors,  friends  and  children  to  make  judgments  from 
time  to  time  about  right  and  wrong. 

Q  :  Should  America  try  to  be  or  remain  a  society 
founded  in  the  Judeo-Christian  tradition? 

A  :  That's  a  very  interesting  question;  the  $64,000 
question.  It  can't  cease  being  what  it  is,  in  the  sense  of  how 
it  was  created  or  how  it  came  to  be.  It  is  a  Judeo-Christian 
nation  in  origin.  Pilgrims  came  here  for  a  reason.  The 
Declaration  of  Independence  was  written  for  a  reason  and 
stands  as  a  cornerstone  of  government  for  a  reason. 

The  reason  in  all  these  cases  is  a  deep  religious  belief;  a 
commitment  to  certain  ideas  about  the  dignity  of  man,  the 
viability  of  conscience  and  the  fact  that  man  is  a  moral. 


"WE  OMROl  OUR  ME,  OUR  FUTURE 
AND  A  URGE  IMT  OF  OUR  CHILDREN'S 
AND  GRANDCHILDREN'S  FUTURL" 

spiritual  being  and  attention  must  be  paid  to  his  moral, 
spiritual  nature. 

That  idea  is  under  attack  from  various  sources: 
intellectuals,  universities,  movies,  books  and  increasingly  in 
the  popular  culture.  There's  an  assault  on  this  notion  that 
man  is  a  spiritual  being.  People  of  faith  tend  to  be 
stereotyped  as  extremists  and  nuts.  We  see  that  in  a  lot  of 
sitcoms  these  days. 

So  there  is  an  attempt  to  denude  the  American  experi- 
ence of  its  religious  significance,  origins  and  meaning.  And 
that's  a  bad  thing. 

I  think  the  real  struggle  in  the  next  10,  20  or  30  years 
may  be  between  what  you  might  call  the  traditionalists  and 
the  nihilists.  The  traditionalists  being  people  who  hold  to 
basic  traditional  values  of  right  and  wrong,  the  Ten  Com- 
mandments, roughly,  and  nihilists  and  relativists  who 
believe  that  there  is  no  such  basis  for  values. 

Q  :  How  would  you  say  morals  and  family  values  affect 
the  security  of  the  nation? 

A  :  Clearly,  one  way  is  the  leadership.  If  the  commander  in 
chief  is  seeking  to  run  or  hide  from  personal  responsibility, 
that  can  get  the  country  into  trouble. 

I'm  somewhat  worried  about  whether  these  ventures  in 
foreign  policy  and  troop  deployment  were  put  out  to  divert 
our  attention  from  press  investigation.  I've  seen  a  lot  of 
people  who  believe  that.  That's  a  very  serious  matter  in 
terms  of  public  credibility  and  the  uses  of  our  precious  men 
and  women  in  uniform.  So  that's  a  serious  matter. 

Otherwise,  it's  the  credibility  of  the  country;  the  stories 
we  are  able  to  tell  our  children  about  the  valor  of  our 
people;  the  bravery  and  courage  of  our  leaders.  All  these 
become  subject  to  a  kind  of  cynical  corrosion  when  people 
in  office  don't  act  faithfully. 

Q  :  Will  Americans  still  be  celebrating  Christmas  at  the 
end  of  the  next  century? 

A  :  Yes.  My  faith  in  America  is  virtually  limitless.  There 
are  some  discouraging  things  going  on  now,  but  there  are 
some  very  encouraging  things.  People  know  what  our 
problem  is.  The  reforming  impulses  are  there.  We  have  to 
realize  it's  up  to  us.  It's  in  our  hands.  We  control  our  fate, 
our  future  and  a  large  part  of  our  children's  and  grandchil- 
dren's future. 

This  democracy,  this  republic  is  a  do-it-yourself 
enterprise.  Will  we  turn  in  this  incredible  economy  we  have 
to  just  personal  and  idle  pursuits,  or  will  we  return  some  of 
our  attention  to  the  commonwealth  of  the  country  we  love 
and  revere  and  for  which  so  many  have  done  so  much? 
That's  the  question.  And  I  believe  because  I  accept  no  other 
alternative  that  yes,  we  will  stand  and  stand  strong  at  the 
end  of  the  next  century.  □ 
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Bill  Bennett  -  Reminding  America  of  American  Values 

Born:  Brooklyn,  New  York  1943. 

1965:  Bachelor  of  Arts  Degree  (English  and 
philosophy),  Williams  College,  Williamstown,  Mass. 

1970:  Doctorate  in  political  philosophy,  the  University 
of  Texas. 

1971:  Juris  Doctor,  Harvard  University. 

1979:  Published  first  book,  "Counting  by  Race,"  with 
Terry  Eastland. 

1981:  Named  chairman  of  the  National  Endowment  for 
the  Humanities  by  President  Reagan. 

1982:  Married  to  wife,  Elayne. 

1989:  Appointed  "Drug  Czar"  by  President  Bush. 

1993:  Founded  Empower  America,  an  organization 
aimed  at  encouraging  public  policy  solutions  that 
maximize  free  markets  and  individual  responsibility, 
with  Jack  Kemp,  Jeane  Kirkpatrick  and  Vin  Weber. 

1994:  Published  "The  Book  of  Virtues." 

1999:  Published  "The  Death  of  Outrage:  Bill  Clinton 
and  the  Assault  on  American  Ideals." 
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COMMENTARY 


By  James  H.  Anderson 
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AST  YEAR,  The 
American  Legion  passed  a 
resolution  supporting  the 
deployment  of  a  national 
missile  defense  system  -  a 
timely  measure  given  the 
proliferation  of  ballistic 
missiles  in  the  Third 
World.  Yet  despite  this  growing 
threat,  and  the  danger  of  an  acci- 
dental or  unauthorized  launch 
from  Russia  and  China,  the  Unit- 
ed States  presently  has  no  ability 
to  intercept  missiles  aimed  at  its 
cities. 

Third  World  missile  capabili- 
ties have  increased  dramatically 
in  recent  years.  In  August  1998, 
North  Korea  tested  the  Taepo 
Dong-1,  a  three-stage  rocket  with 
the  potential  to  reach  parts  of 
Hawaii  and  Alaska.  North  Korea 
is  building  the  next  generation 
ballistic  missile,  the  Taepo 
Dong-2,  an  even  longer-range 
missile  capable  of  reaching 
America's  West  Coast. 

North  Korea  is  not  the  only 
rogue  state  America  has  to  worry 
about.  According  to  intelligence 
estimates,  more  than  20  states 
are  developing  ballistic  missiles. 
Ballistic  missiles  have  become 
de  rigueur  for  states  seeking  to 
offset  America's  prowess  on  the 
battlefield.  America's  crushing 
defeat  of  Iraqi  forces  in  Kuwait 
during  Operation  Desert  Storm 
in  1991  convinced  many  would- 
be  aggressors  it  would  be  unwise 


With  some  modifications,  Aegis  -  class  destroyers  could 
help  U.S.  allies  by  providing  a  mobile  missile  defense  sys- 
tem. 


to  challenge  the  United  States 
conventionally;  NATO's 
punishing  air  campaign  against 
Yugoslavia  earlier  this  year  will 
probably  reinforce  this  con- 
clusion. 

Third  World  leaders  also  are 
attracted  to  ballistic  missile 
programs  because  of  their 
relatively  low  cost.  Ballistic 
missiles  are  cheaper  than 
maintaining  other  delivery 
systems,  such  as  manned 
bombers.  In  addition,  dictators 
find  missiles  attractive  because 
they  can  exercise  tight 
operational  control  over  them. 

Post-Cold  War  Deterrence. 

Deterring  the  threat  of  missile 
attack  is  more  problematic  now 
than  it  was  during  the  Cold 
War.  Back  then,  the  United 
States  deterred  Soviet  aggres- 
sion with  the  threat  of  reprisal. 
Today  America  is  faced  with  a 
more  diverse  array  of  threats, 
ranging  from  accidental  or 
unauthorized  launch  by  Russia 
or  China  to  emerging  Third 
World  capabilities. 

Deterrence  based  on 
retaliation  presumes  one's 
opponent  will  act  rationally. 
History,  however,  indicates  the 
opposite  is  true.  During  World 
War  II,  for  example,  Nazi 
Germany  and  Imperial  Japan 
fought  on  long  after  it  was  clear 
they  would  lose. 
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Looking  to  the  future,  it  would  be 
unwise  to  assume  the  threat  of  retalia- 
tion will  always  suffice  to  dissuade 
Third  World  states  from  attacking. 
Missile  defense  should  be  considered 
a  prudent  form  of  insurance  against 
deterrence  failing.  "It  is  . . .  folly  not  to 
take  every  step  we  possibly  can  to 
defend  ourselves  against  a  possible 
attack  from  Russia,  China,  North 
Korea,  Iran  and  Iraq,"  says  Caspar 
Weinberger,  former  Secretary  of 
Defense.  "As  we  have  seen  . . .  India 
and  Pakistan  are  deploying  ballistic 
missiles  and  North  Korea  has 
unleashed  this  three-stage  missile  over 
Japan." 

The  United  States  will  pay  a 
terrible  price  if  deterrence  fails  and  an 
enemy  missile  destroys  an  American 
city.  The  damage  in  human  and 
material  terms  would  dwarf  that  of 
any  natural  disaster  the  United  States 
has  suffered.  Even  absent  an  actual 
attack,  America's  vulnerability  to 
missile  attack  will  undermine  its 
ability  to  honor  security  commitments 
abroad.  President  Bush's  response  to 
Iraq's  invasion  of  Kuwait  in  1990 
probably  would  have  been  different  if 
Saddam  Hussein  had  possessed 
missiles  capable  of  striking  the  United 
States. 

Critics  of  national  missile  defense 
charge  it  would  be  too  costly.  In  the 
1980s,  one  estimate,  often  repeated  by 


the  media,  pegged  the  cost  of  Rea- 
gan's Strategic  Defense  Initiative  pro- 
gram at  $1  trillion.  Today,  the  project- 
ed costs  of  deploying  a  multi-layered 
defense  are  much  less.  Taking  into 
account  current  budget  projections, 
most  proposals  for  building  a  national 
missile  defense  system  would  con- 
sume roughly  two  or  three  percent  of 
defense  expenditures  annually. 

The  decline  in  costs  is  two-fold. 
First,  early  critics  of  Reagan's 
research  program  exaggerated  some  of 
the  initial  cost  estimates.  Second, 
computer  chips  are  becoming  faster, 
more  sophisticated  and  cheaper  every 
year.  These  advances  generally  favor 
defensive  technologies  designed  to  locate, 
track  and  intercept  ballistic  missiles. 

Feasibility.  Opponents  of  missile 
defense  also  claim  deploying  a  system 
now  would  waste  money  because  bet- 
ter technology  will  be  available  in  the 
future.  By  this  rationale,  however,  the 
time  for  actual  development  will 
never  be  ripe.  A  police  chief  who 
decided  to  withhold  bulletproof  vests 
from  his  patrol  officers  because  more 
technologically  advanced  vests  were 
being  researched  would  not  last  five 
minutes  in  office. 

Congress  should  insist  on  a 
deployment  plan  that  makes  the  best 
use  of  technologies  available  now  and 
those  expected  to  be  available  in  the 


An  artist's  conception  shows  the  poten- 
tial of  a  space-based  missile  defense 
system  that  could  destroy  an  incoming 
missile  quicker  and  lessen  the  odds  of 
nuclear  fallout  over  the  United  States 
and  its  allies. 


Patriot  surface-to-air  missiles  proved 
themselves  during  the  Gulf  War.  The 
portable  missile  defense  weapons  were 
most  effective  in  stopping  Iraqi  SCUDs. 
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"The  threat  of  ballistic  missile  attack 
from  Third  World  states  is  not  a  Hollywood  fantasy 
or  a  Tom  Clancy  novel... " 


near  future.  Intercept  tests  conducted 
this  year  with  the  advanced  Patriot 
and  Theater  High  Altitude  Area 
Defense  anti-missile  systems  have 
already  demonstrated  the  United 
States'  hit-to-kill  capability.  America 
should  move  swiftly  to  test  national 
systems  capable  of  protecting  the 
country  against  missile  attack.  As  with 
any  major  military  programs,  appro- 
priate upgrades  to  a  deployed  system 
should  be  considered  as  technology 
advances. 

A  properly  designed  missile 
defense  should  be  able  to  anticipate 
and  neutralize  potential  countermea- 
sures.  For  example,  a  defensive 
system  that  can  intercept  enemy 
missiles  shortly  after  liftoff  would 
destroy  them  before  they  could  release 
individual  warheads,  bomblets  and 
decoys.  A  national  missile  defense 
system  also  would  have  inherent  self- 
defense  capabilities  against  the 
potential  of  direct  attack.  For 
example,  sea-based  defenses  could 
maneuver  to  avoid  attack.  For  their 


part,  space-based  sensors  could  be 
protected  against  countermeasures  by 
making  them  maneuverable  or 
perhaps  coating  them  with  "stealth" 
technology  to  evade  detection. 

What  About  the  ABM  Treaty?  Crit- 
ics also  charge  deployment  of  a 
national  missile  defense  would  violate 
the  1972  Anti-Ballistic  Missile  Treaty, 
which  prohibited  the  construction  of 
nationwide  defenses.  This  charge 
would  be  true  if  the  treaty  were  still  in 
force.  But  this  Cold  War  agreement 
was  linked  inextricably  with  the 
Soviet  Union's  unique  geographic  and 
legal  personality.  Yet  today  neither 
Russia  nor  any  combination  of  Soviet 
successor  states  is  capable  of  fulfilling 
the  original  purposes  of  the  ABM 
Treaty.  This  is  why  numerous  scholars 
and  strategists,  including  ABM 
architect  Henry  Kissinger,  believe  this 
agreement  is  legally  defunct. 

Unfortunately,  the  administration's 
attempt  to  preserve  the  core  of  this 
outdated  treaty  will  likely  perpetuate 


restrictions  on  the  type  of  national 
missile  defense  system  America  needs 
to  deploy.  In  particular,  treaty  restric- 
tions will  hamper  the  development  of 
sea-  and  space-based  defenses. 

Moving  beyond  the  ABM  Treaty 
will  not  ruin  relations  with  Moscow, 
as  critics  often  charge.  Moderate 
Russian  leaders  have  no  reason  to  feel 
threatened  by  a  defensive  system 
designed  to  save  lives.  While  Russia's 
future  political  course  remains  uncer- 
tain, the  United  States  has  a  duty  to 
protect  its  citizens  against  missile 
threats,  whatever  their  source.  "Ballis- 
tic missile  defenses,  both  strategic  and 
theater,  can  significantly  enhance 
deterrence  and  crisis  stability,  increase 
military  capabilities,  protect  allies, 
friends  and  coalitions  . . .  and  improve 
the  conditions  for  peace  in  troubled 
regions,"  says  Ronald  Lehman,  former 
director,  Arms  Control  and  Disarma- 
ment Agency. 

With  such  troubled  regions  press- 
ing ahead  with  long-range  missile  pro- 
grams, it  is  neither  smart  nor  fair 


China  makes  little  attempt  to  hide  its  development  of  long-range  missiles. 
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that  America's  plans  for  a  national 
missile  defense  remain  beholden  to  an 
outdated  treaty. 

Current  Plans.  One  current  proposal 
is  to  build  one,  possibly  two,  ground- 
based  sites.  This,  however,  would  be 
far  more  costly  and  less  effective  than 
sea-  and  space-based  alternatives.  A 
ground-based  system  would  have  an 
extremely  narrow  window  to  intercept 
missiles  with  multiple  warheads  and 
decoys  that  have  separated  from  their 
rocket  boosters.  Even  with  a  success- 
ful intercept,  deadly  fallout  from  a 
nuclear,  chemical  or  biological 
weapon  would  occur  over  the  United 
States. 

To  counter  the  emerging  threat, 
America  should  develop  defenses  to 
identify,  track  and  shoot  down  hostile 
missiles  shortly  after  liftoff,  when 
they  are  most  vulnerable  to  intercep- 
tors and  before  they  can  release  their 
deadly  cargo.  Sea-  and  space-based 
defenses  hold  the  greatest  promise  for 
achieving  this  "boost-phase"  intercept 
capability. 

To  this  end,  the  United  States 
should  move  rapidly  to  upgrade  the 
anti-missile  capability  of  the  Navy's 


Aegis  defense  system,  first  deployed 
over  a  decade  ago  to  protect  its  fleet. 
This  proposal  would  not  require  the 
construction  of  any  additional  ships, 
for  the  Navy  already  has  22  Aegis 
cruisers. 

With  appropriate  upgrades  and 
modifications,  a  sea-based  system 
could  provide  the  United  States  with 
an  initial  layer  of  protection  against 
missile  threats.  This  system  also  could 
help  protect  America's  allies.  For 
example.  Aegis  cruisers  in  the 
Mediterranean  could  shield  Western 
Europe  against  Iranian  missile  attacks. 
Eventually,  America  could  reinforce 
its  sea-based  defenses  with  space- 
based  interceptors  to  provide  its  citi- 
zens with  an  additional  layer  of  pro- 
tection. 

News,  Not  Fiction.  The  threat  of  bal- 
listic missile  attack  from  Third  World 
states  is  not  a  Hollywood  fantasy  or  a 
plot  in  a  Tom  Clancy  novel.  The  loss 
of  a  single  city  to  a  nuclear-tipped 
missile  would  dwarf  the  damage 
caused  by  the  terrorist  strikes  on  the 
World  Trade  Center  and  the  federal 
building  in  Oklahoma  City. 
As  long  as  the  United  States 


remains  defenseless,  future  dictators 
will  seek  the  capacity  to  threaten  the 
lives  of  millions  of  Americans  with 
long-range  missiles.  "I  believe  there  is 
a  threat  today,"  says  Gen.  John 
Piotrowski,  former  commander  in 
chief  of  the  Space  Command.  "I 
believe  that  as  long  as  we  have  no 
defense  against  ballistic  missiles,  it 
makes  them  very  attractive  to  people 
who  either  want  to  blackmail  us  or 
wish  us  ill." 

The  United  States  will  be  forced  to 
think  twice  about  honoring  security 
agreements  abroad  because  of  its  own 
vulnerability  at  home.  Fortunately, 
technological  advances  have  made 
national  missile  defense  both  afford- 
able and  practical.  Prudence  dictates 
that  the  United  States  deploy  an 
effective  national  missile  defense 
before  rogue  states  acquire  missiles 
capable  of  destroying  American 
cities.  □ 

James  H.  Anderson,  Ph.D.,  is  a 
research  fellow  at  the  Heritage  Foun- 
dation, a  public  policy  think-tank.  He 
is  the  author  of  "America  At  Risk:  the 
Citizen  s  Guide  to  Missile  Defense." 

Article  Design:  Maij  Lawson 


Missile  Defense  Clears  Hurdle 


RACING  TOWARD  each  other  at  a  combined 
speed  of  15,000  mph,  an  "exoatmospheric  kill 
vehicle"  intercepted  an  unarmed  Minuteman  rock- 
et over  the  Pacific  Ocean  in  early  October.  The  suc- 
cessful test  nudged  the  Clinton  administration  toward 
approving  the  implementation  of  a  missile-defense  sys- 
tem -  a  program  that  has  been  greatly  accelerated  since 
North  Korea's  test  launch  over  Japan. 

Raytheon  Missiles  Systems  became  the  front-runner 
in  the  great  missile-defense  system  race  when  its  EKV 
avoided  the  distraction  of  a  decoy  balloon  and  a 
dummy  warhead  and  destroyed  the  incoming  missile. 
According  to  The  Washington  Post,  Raytheon's  EKV 
will  have  to  pass  three  additional  flight  tests  before 
Clinton  "faces  a  decision  next  summer  over  whether  to 
field  a  national  anti-missile  system  by  2005  with  an 
estimated  cost  between  now  and  then  of  $10.5  billion." 

Congressional  Democrats,  historical  opponents  of 
missile  defense,  would  have  balked  at  such  a  program 
in  years  past.  But  with  nations  such  as  North  Korea, 
Iran  and  Syria  developing  -  and  successfully  testing  - 
ballistic  missiles,  partisan  policy  has  been  abandoned. 
The  Washington  Post  quoted  longtime  missile  defense 
supporter  Rep.  Robert  Andrews,  D-N.J.,  "I  wouldn't 


Raytheon  Missiles  Systems'  Exoatmospheric  Kili  Vehicle 
is  at  the  forefront  of  the  Pentagon's  action  list.  According 
to  a  recent  article  in  The  New  York  Times  Magazine,  if 
the  tests  are  successful,  "President  Clinton  will  be  more 
likely  to  give  a  green  light  to  deploy  the  system." 


want  to  be  the  one  to  explain  to  people  who  live  in  and 
around  a  city  where  a  missile  hit  that  this  was  very 
improbable,  and  we  didn't  do  anything." 

-  Layne  Cameron 
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Limited  Advance  StrHcing... 


WORLD'S  FIRST 
^lOO  SILVBR  PROOF 


The  Washington  Mint  Announces  the  Historic 

Striking  of  an  Extraordinary  Silver  Proof 
-the  New  United  States  $100  Bill  Struck  in  Pure 
Silver  Bullion  -  Advance  Price  $99 


The  Washington  Mint  announces  the  limited  advance 
minting  of  a  milestone  in  silver  proofs  -  the  WORLD'S  FIRST 
$100  Silver  Proof. 

This  extraordinary  piece  of  pure  silver  bullion  has  a  surface 
area  that  exceeds  30  square  inches,  and  it  contains  more  than 
FOUR  OUNCES  OF  PURE  SILVER  BULLION. 

And  NOW,  during  a  limited  advance  strike  period,  the  VERY 
FIRST  $100  Silver  Proofs  for  2000  are  available  at  a  special 
discount  price  -  only  $99! 

20  YEARS  IN  THE  MAKING 

The  2000  Quarter-Pound  Silver  Proof  is  an  exquisite  adaptation 
of  the  United  States  Treasury's  new  $100  Federal  Reserve  Note.  It 
took  the  Treasury  unit  over  20  years  to  create  its  first  new  $100  bill 
design  since  1928.  Their  efforts  have  created  the  most  striking  note  of 
the  century. 

Best  of  all,  this  stunning  Silver  Proof  is  even  more  beautiful  than 
the  original,  because  it's  struck  in  precious  silver  bullion! 

UNPRECEDENTED  WEIGHT 

The  Quarter-Pound  Silver  Proof  combines  unprecedented 
weight  with  extraordinary  dimension  -  it  is  a  landmark  in  proof 
minting. 

The  specifications  for  this  colossal  medallic  proof  are 
unparalleled.  Each  one: 

•  Is  Individually  Struck  from  Pure  .999  Silver  Bullion 

•  Weighs  Over  One  Quarter-Pound  (4  troy  ounces) 

•  Has  a  Surface  Area  That  Exceeds  30  Square  Inches 

•  Contains  124.41  Grams  (1,920  grains)  of  Pure  Silver 

•  Is  Individually  Registered  and  Comes  With  a 
Numbered  Certificate  of  Authenticity 

•  Is  Fully  Encapsulated  to  Protect  its  Mirror-Finish 

•  Includes  a  Deluxe  Velvet  Presentation  Case 

ADVANCE  STRIKE  DISCOUNT 

The  price  for  the  2000  Quarter-Pound  Silver  Proof  will  be  set  at 
$125  per  proof. 

HOWEVER,  IF  YOU  PLACE  YOUR  ORDER  NOW, 
YOU  CAN  ACQUIRE  THIS  GIANT  SILVER  PROOF  AT 
THE  SPECIAL  ADVANCE  STRIKE  DISCOUNT  PRICE- 
ONLY  $99.  NOTE  TO  COLLECTORS:  IF  YOU  PLACE 
YOUR  ORDER  FOR  THE  QUARTER-POUND 
SILVER  PROOF  WITHIN  THE  NEXT  10  DAYS,  IT 
WILL  BE  PROCESSED  IMMEDIATELY,  AND  THE 


EARLIEST  ORDERS  WILL  RECEIVE  THE 
LOWEST  REGISTRATION  NUMBERS. 

ADDITIONAL  DISCOUNTS 

Substantial  additional  discounts  are  available  for  serious 
collectors  who  wish  to  acquire  more  than  one  of  these 
exquisite  silver  proofs.  You  can  order: 

THREE  Quarter-Pound  Silver  Proofs  for  $288. 

HVE  Quarter-Pound  Silver  Proofs  for  $469. 

TEN  Quarter-Pound  Silver  Proofs  for  $889. 

TWENTY  Quarter-Pound  Silver  Proofs  for  $  1 ,698. 

There  is  a  limit  of  twenty  Quarter-Pound  Silver  Proofs  per 
order,  and  all  orders  are  subject  to  acceptance  by  The 
Washington  Mint,  LLC?  Total  charges  for  shipping,  handling 
and  insurance  are  limited  to  $9.50  per  order,  regardless  of  the 
quantity  ordered. 

ONLY  100.000  AVAILABLE 

The  Washington  Mint  will  strike  only  100,000  Quarter- 
Pound  Silver  Proofs  for  2000,  so  oversubscription  is  a 
virtual  certainty. 

BEGINNING  TODAY,  TELEPHONE  ORDERS  ONLY 
WILL  BE  ACCEPTED  ON  A  STRICT  FIRST-COME, 
FIRST-SERVED  BASIS  ACCORDING  TO  THE  TIME 
AND  DATE  OF  THE  ORDER. 

CUSTOMERS  ARE  STRONGLY  ADVISED  TO 
SECURE  THEIR  RESERVATIONS  IMMEDIATELY  BY 
CALLING  TOLL-FREE: 

1-800-926-MINT 

Ext.  53202  (24  hours  a  day,  7  days  a  week) 
A  major  credit  card  is  necessary  to  secure  your 
reservation,  and  The  Washington  Mint  fully  guarantees 
satisfaction  with  a  money-back  policy  for  a  full  60  days. 

The  Washington  Mint,  LLC® 

Since  1981,  The  Washington  Mint  has  procured  rare  coins, 
secured  bullion  and  struck  medallions  for  the  American  numismatic 
public  as  an  independent  private  mint,  not  affiliated  with  the  United 
States  Government.  This  independence  provides  the  cornerstone  for 
our  commitment  to  excellence  in  both  product  and  service,  and  most 
importantly,  it  guarantees  to  our  customers  essential  rights  and 
complete  satisfaction. 


1999  The  Washington  Mint,  LLC® 
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Visit  our  web  site  at:  www.vvashingtonmint.com 


OLYMPIAN  BATTLES 


Thirty  Years  I 
After 

Winning  | 
Olympic 
Goid,  Peggyl^ 
Fieming 
Faced  77ie  1 
Fight  Of  Her 
Life 


J 


By  Phyllis  Zauner 

PEGGY  FLEMING  was  in  a 
Milan  hotel  room  applying  her 
makeup  in  front  of  a  mirror 
when  she  made  the  discovery. 
"As  I  raised  my  arm  above  my 
head  I  saw  a  lump  pop  up  on 
my  breast."  It  surprised  her 
because  just  five  months  earli- 
er a  mammogram  had  showed 
no  problems.  "At  first  I  thought  it 
might  be  a  muscle  because  I  work  out 
a  lot.  But  my  husband,  who  is  a  physi- 
cian, said  to  check  it  out  immediately. 
I  flew  out  of  Italy  and  arrived  in  San 


Francisco  at  1 1  o'clock  that  night.  I 
was  at  the  doctor's  office  at  9  o'clock 
the  next  morning.  That  was  the  begin- 
ning of  the  whole  scenario.  It  was  Jan- 
uary 1998." 

She  wasn't  totally  alarmed.  There 
had  been  benign  lumps  before,  and 
after  a  biopsy  the  doctor  said  he 
thought  this  one  would  be  fine,  too.  So 
she  left  the  next  morning  to  fulfill  a 
skating  commitment  in  Boston. 

"When  I  found  out  I  did  have  can- 
cer, my  life  came  to  a  screeching  halt. 
But  I  didn't  panic.  I  thought  'OK,  tell 
me  what  I  need  to  do.  I'm  going  to  go 
and  do  it  right  away.  I  want  to  get  this 


out  of  me.'"  She  was  lucky.  Hers 
turned  out  to  be  a  slow-growing  type 
of  breast  cancer  known  as  tubular  car- 
cinoma that  responds  well  to  lumpec- 
tomy and  radiation.  The  mass  would 
be  removed,  along  with  surrounding 
tissue  to  see  if  lymph  nodes  were 
involved. 

On  Feb.  10,  1998,  30  years  to  the 
day  since  she  won  her  Gold  medal  for 
figure  skating  at  Grenoble,  Peggy 
Fleming  was  on  an  operating  table, 
facing  a  challenge  as  daunting  as  any 
that  the  Olympic  Games  could  offer. 
The  mass  was  removed,  but  what  lay 
ahead  was  six  weeks  of  daily  radiation 
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treatments  -  a  sort  of  insurance  policy. 

"It's  an  ordeal,"  Peggy  says. 
"There's  skin  irritation,  swelling,  itch- 
ing. You're  tired.  You  may  lose  your 
hair,  but  it  grows  back  and  you  can  be 
beautiful  again.  It  really  disrupts  your 
life.  But  you  try  to  keep  your  spirits 
up.  I  didn't  want  to  bring  my  family 
down.  I  didn't  want  to  bring  myself 
down.  I  wanted  to  survive  as  graceful- 
ly as  I  could,  to  be  the  best  patient  the 
doctor  ever  had.  I  wanted  to  win." 

At  the  radiation  center,  she  met 
other  women  facing  radiation  as 
well,  and  her  buoyant  spirits  gave 
them  the  same  upbeat  outlook.  "We 


bonded  and  actually 
had  fun.  We'd  be 
laughing  and  the 
staff  would  have  to 
break  us  up  and  say, 
'You  really  have  to 
have  your  treat- 
ment.' It  was  a  real 
up  time,  not  depress- 
ing at  all. 

"Sometimes  I'd 
almost  forget  I  was 
having  those  treat- 
ments. I'd  be  out 
grocery  shopping, 
feeling  good,  and 
someone  would  take 
my  arm  and  ask 
solicitously  if  I  was 
all  right.  I'd  have  to 
stop  and  think,  'Oh, 
yes,  I'm  going 
through  treatment. ' 
Finally  I  had  a  hat 
made  that  said  'I'm 
fine.'  across  the  top. 
I  wear  it  when  I'm 
on  my  runs,  or  if  I'm 
having  a  really  bad 
hair  day." 

In  a  way,  that 
was  part  of  the  rea- 
son she  decided  to  go  public  with  her 
disease.  She  saw  that  a  lot  of  people 
were  worried,  and  she  wanted  to  be 
sure  the  information  going  out  was 
correct.  Today,  the  word  "cancer"  is 
no  longer  a  death  sentence,  and  Flem- 
ing believes  a  positive  approach  is  the 
most  pleasant  way  to  deal  with  it.  She 
makes  frequent  lectures  at  health  sem- 
inars telling  women  how  to  avoid  the 
trauma  of  going  through  cancer:  Get 
an  annual  mammogram,  visit  your 
doctor  regularly.  But  the  most  impor- 
tant is  monthly  self-examination.  You 
are  a  key  player  in  saving  your  life, 
she  says.  Take  an  aggressive 
approach,  take  cancer  detection  seri- 
ously. 

Broadcaster.  Fleming,  5 1 ,  is  back  on 
track  this  year.  She's  covering  ABC 
Sports  from  the  Russian  Grand  Prix  to 
figure  skating  competitions  at  Salt 
Lake  City.  "It's  fun  to  be  around  a 
sport  that  did  so  much  for  me,"  she 
says.  "It's  creative  and  so  expressive, 
it's  wonderful  to  still  be  in  touch  with 
it."  As  for  her  own  skating  perform- 
ances, she  may  drop  those. 


COMBATING  BREAST  CANCER 

A1 997  VA  partnership  with  the  National  Cancer 
Institute  offers  veterans  the  opportunity  to 
participate  in  NCI  clinical  trials  across  the 
country  at  VA  expense.  Prevention,  diagnostic  and 
treatment  clinical  trials  are  included  in  this  progrann. 
An  NCI  trial  has  shown  medication  can  reduce  the  inci- 
dence of  breast  cancer  in  some  women  at  high  risk. 

Breast  cancer  is  the  most  frequently  diagnosed 
non-skin  cancer  among  American  women  and  sec- 
ond to  lung  cancer  in  cancer-related  deaths,  according  to 
the  National  Cancer  Institute. 

Approximately  1 84,000  cases  of  breast  cancer 
were  diagnosed  in  1 996,  when  about  44,000 
women  died  from  the  disease.  Five  percent  to  1 0 
percent  of  those  cases  were  inherited  forms  of 
the  disease. 

Breast  cancer  increased  about  2  percent  each 
year  in  the  1 980s  but  has  leveled  off  in  this  decade. 
The  death  rate  for  women  with  breast  cancer  de- 
clined 6.3  percent  between  1991  and  1995.  The 
greatest  reductions  in  death  rates  were  among 
younger  women  (9.3  percent)  and  white  women 
(6.6  percent),  with  more  modest  reductions  among 
African  Americans  (1 .6  percent)  and  women  age  65 
and  older  (2.8  percent). 


"Physically  I'm  fine,  I  work  out  daily. 
But  I  have  a  husband  and  two  sons, 
and  these  performances  take  a  lot  of 
time  out  of  my  life.  I've  already  done 
all  that.  There  aren't  many  ice  shows 
I've  missed." 

Her  grand  victory  at  Grenoble  has 
almost  faded  from  memory  with  pass- 
ing time.  But  the  confidence  it  gave 
her  has  remained  a  lifetime  resource. 

"They  were  all  counting  on  me  to 
be  the  one  who  would  win  the  Gold," 
she  recalls.  '"Go  out  there  and  win,' 
they  called  out.  'We  need  you!'  The 
pressure  was  tremendous.  They  were 
all  behind  me.  But  in  the  end  I  was  the 
one  who  had  to  go  out  there  on  the  ice 
and  do  it." 

Perhaps  that's  the  story  of  Peggy 
Fleming.  She's  been  out  there  and 
"doing  it"  ever  since  -  in  her  career 
and  her  life.  □ 

Phyllis  Zauner,  a  California  author 
who  writes  on  lifestyle  and  career  top- 
ics, is  a  frequent  contributor  to  this 
magazine. 

Article  design:  Kristen  Shupe 
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OBSERVERS  of  the  ways  of 
nature  have  often  remind- 
ed us  of  how  much  we  can 
learn  from  the  animal 
world.  Such  lessons  range 
from  the  emotional  to  the 
technological.  We  are 
aware  of  the  intense  caring 
of  the  mother  bird  for  her 
young,  but  did  you  also 
know  that  we  developed 
the  bathysphere,  or  diving 
bell,  from  watching  the  actions  of  the 
water  spider? 

Nature  has  provided  a  classroom 
throughout  history  from  which 
humans  can  learn  how  to  cope  both 
with  their  physical  world  and  with 
each  other.  Perhaps  no  more  power- 
ful analogy  of  the  latter  has  been 
given  to  us  than  in  the  actions  of 
geese,  the  web-footed  frequent  flyers 


who  migrate  as  far  south  as  Mexico 
in  the  winter  and  as  far  north  as  the 
Arctic  Circle  in  the  summer.  Geese 
display  a  God-given  common  sense 
approach  to  life  which  can  well  be 
emulated  by  humans.  Here  are  some 
lessons  in  human  relations  we  can 
learn  from  geese: 

GEESE  FACT  NO.  1  As  each  bird 
flaps  its  wings,  it  creates  an  updraft 
for  the  bird  following.  By  flying  in  a 
V  formation,  the  whole  flock  adds  a 
greater  flying  range  than  if  one  bird 
flew  alone.  The  Air  Force  learned 
from  this  and  often  employs  it  in 
military  maneuvers. 

HUMAN  LESSON  NO.  1  When 
people  share  a  common  direction 
and  sense  of  community,  they  can 
get  where  they  are  going  quicker 


When  a  goose  gets 
sick,  is  wounded  or  is 
sliot  down,  two  geese 
dropout  of  formation 
and  follow  it  down  to 
earth  to  help  and 
protect  it. 

and  more  easily.  That's  because 
they  have  learned  to  travel  on  the 
strength  of  each  other.  Successful 
organizations  have  learned  that  a 
spirit  of  teamwork,  in  which  all 
workers  pull  in  the  same  direction, 
makes  it  easier  to  achieve  goals. 
This  holds  true  not  only  for  busi- 
ness corporations,  but  for  families, 
for  churches  and  for  athletic  teams. 

GEESE  FACT  NO.  2  Whenever  a 
goose  falls  out  of  formation,  it  sud- 
denly feels  the  drag  and  resistance 
of  trying  to  fly  alone  and  quickly 
gets  back  into  formation  to  take 
advantage  of  the  lifting  power  of  the 
bird  immediately  in  front  of  it. 

HUMAN  LESSON  NO.  2  If  we 

have  as  much  sense  as  geese  we  will 
stay  in  formation  and  be  willing  to 
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accept  help  when  we  need  it  as  well 
as  lend  help  to  others  when  they 
need  it.  How  often  we  witness 
prima  donnas  on  teams  or  in  orga- 
nizations who  decide  they  can  more 
readily  be  noticed  when  they  try  to 
go  it  alone.  While  they  may  achieve 
a  short-term  goal,  they  have  an 
adverse  effect  over  the  long  haul 
which  hinders  the  group  from 
reaching  goals.  Learning  to  "fly  in 
formation"  with  friends,  family 
members  and  fellow  employees 
helps  everyone  to  achieve  desired 
results. 

GEESE  FACT  NO.  3  When  the 
lead  goose  gets  tired,  it  rotates  back 
into  the  formation  and  another 
goose  flies  in  the  point  position. 

HUMAN  LESSON  NO.  3  Geese 
instinctively  share  the  task  of  lead- 
ership and  do  not  resent  the  leader. 
How  often  have  we  seen  groups  fail 
due  to  jealousy  among  members? 
Too  many  chiefs  and  not  enough 
workers  is  a  sure  formula  for  failure. 
How  about  a  concept  of  shared 
leadership  based  on  the  belief  that 
each  person  in  the  group  has  a  valu- 
able contribution  to  make  toward 
meeting  the  goals  of  the  organiza- 
tion? However,  we  will  never  know 
what  that  contribution  is  until  we 


afford  that  person  an  opportunity  to 
display  his  or  her  wares. 

GEESE  FACT  NO.  4  The  geese  in 
formation  honk  from  behind  to 
encourage  those  up  front  to  keep 
up  their  speed. 

HUMAN  LESSON  NO.  4  We  need 
to  learn  the  value  of  being  part  of  a 
support  system  and  to  do  whatever 
we  can  to  encourage  other  mem- 
bers of  the  group.  Our  "honk"  may 
consist  of  a  word  of  encourage- 
ment, a  pat  on  the  back,  a  helpful 
suggestion  or  simply  going  the  sec- 
ond mile  to  accomplish  a  task. 

GEESE  FACT  NO.  5  When  a 
goose  gets  sick,  is  wounded  or  is 
shot  down,  two  geese  drop  out  of 


Humans  mimic 
geese  in  group 
survival  sidlls 
and  common 
sense. 


formation  and  follow  it  down  to 
earth  to  help  and  protect  it.  They 
stay  with  their  disabled  companion 
until  it  is  able  to  fly  again  or  dies. 
They  then  launch  out  on  their  own 
or  catch  up  with  the  flock. 

HUMAN  LESSON  NO.  5  We  too 

need  to  learn  to  care  for  others.  If  a 
fellow  employee  or  group  member 
is  going  through  some  trying  times 
or  has  simply  been  "shot  down"  by 
some  bad  event  in  life,  that  may  be 
the  time  for  us  to  concentrate  on 
the  needs  of  that  person.  When  an 
organization  begins  to  build  a  repu- 
tation for  being  a  caring  one,  group 
loyalty  increases  immensely  and 
success  becomes  more  attainable. 

And  so,  like  many  other  processes 
of  nature,  the  behavior  of  geese 
serves  to  provide  us  with  valuable 
guidelines  for  dealing  with  other 
people. 

Geese  facts  supply  us  with  human 
lessons.  □ 


Dr.  Dickson  is  a  clergyman,  col- 
lege chemistry  instructor  and  freelance 
writer  who  lives  in  Hickory,  N.C. 

Article  design:  Simon  Smith 
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The  Empire  Statesmen  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps  shows  off  the  form  which  earned  first  place  at  The  American  Legion  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps 
"Parade  of  Champions. "  The  competition  drew  entries  from  Canada,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Connecticut  and  New  Jersey. 


E  FORTH  YEARS 


Story  And  Photos 
By  Mark  Faram 

JEFF  GIBBONS  loves  to 
make  music.  The  40-year-old 
from  Erie,  Pa.,  has  played 
professionally  since  1982. 
The  performances  he  trea- 
sures most,  though,  he  does 
for  free  as  a  member  of  the 
Empire  Statesmen  Drum  and 
Bugle  Corps. 
"To  be  in  front  of  a  crowd 
like  this  ...  it's  a  gas,"  Gib- 
bons said.  He  and  his  fellow 
Statesmen  had  just  won  The  American 
Legion  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps 


"Parade  of  Cham- 
pions" for  the  third 
straight  year  at  the 
Lackawanna 
County  Stadium 
near  Scranton,  Pa., 
Aug.  14. 

The  Parade  of 
Champions  is  an 
Jeff  Gibbons  stands    annual  competi- 
proud  as  an  Empire    tion,  sponsored  by 
Statesmen.  the  Department  of 

Pennsylvania's  1 1th  District  and  is 
judged  and  sanctioned  by  the  Drum 
Corps  Associates  (the  national  gov- 
erning body).  Each  of  the  seven  corps 
competing  is  sponsored  by  an  Ameri- 
can Legion  Post. 


Each  corps  plays  a  10-12  minute 
program.  Judges  grade  it  in  excel- 
lence, ensemble  and  general  effect  of 
the  brass,  percussion  and  visual 
details.  Some  judges  view  the  show 
from  the  stadium's  press  box,  and  oth 
ers  move  through  the  corps  on  the 
field,  recording  their  remarks  as  they 
move  through  the  marching  corps. 

To  the  novice,  these  competitions 
appear  much  like  those  of  march 


Mark  Faram  is  a  Washington,  D.C., 
photojournalist  who  specializes  in 
military  and  related  issues. 
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"The  Legion  has  done  wonders  for  the  sport  by  bringing  this  back. 

It's  a  real  showcase. "  Vmce  Brum,  Director  of  the  Empire  Statesmen 


The  Kingston  Grenadiers'  color  guard 
tiolds  flags  high  as  it  strides  across  the 
field  at  Lackawanna  County  Stadium. 

ing  bands,  normally  seen  at  the  half- 
time  of  football  games.  Directed  by  a 
drum  major,  they  march  with  preci- 
sion as  they  play  their  music.  But 
unlike  traditional  marching  bands,  a 
closer  look  at  these  units  reveals  the 
instruments  are  all  brass  and  percus- 
sion. 

In  addition,  each  corps  has  a  color 
guard,  members  who  do  not  play 
music,  but  march  and  dance  using 
flags  and  other  props  to  create  greater 
visual  effects. 

The  American  Legion  has  spon- 
sored Drum  and  Bugle  Corps  compe- 
titions since  1927  and  has  held  the 
Parade  of  Champions  since  1963.  The 
competition  was  traditionally  held  at 
The  American  Legion  National  Con- 
_      vention,  but  that  practice 

stopped  in  1980.  For  the  next 
16  years,  no  official  competi- 
tion was  held. 

In  1996,  Dr.  A.J. 
Sebastianelli,  Past 
National  Vice 
Commander, 


of  Jessup,  Pa.,  thought  it  was  time  the 
Legion  got  involved  again. 

He  brought  back  the  competition, 
and  with  it  the  coveted  orange  flag 
that  signifies  of  the  winner  of  the 
"Parade  of  Champions." 

"The  flag  was  orange  because  it 
was  first  given  to  us  by  the  city  of  Mi- 
ami," Sebastianelli  said,  explaining 
why  the  Legion  strays  from  the  tradi- 
tional blue  and  white  flag.  "After  that 
it  just  kind  of  stuck." 

Play  it  Again.  Gibbons  and  his  fellow 
Statesmen  are  passionate  about  com- 
peting -  an  advocation  which  requires 
a  heavy  commitment  of  time  and  ener- 
gy. The  average  player  in  the  States- 
men attends  practices  Wednesday  and 
Friday  nights  and  then  competes  on 
weekends  during  the  DCA  competition 
season  that  starts  in  June  and  runs 
through  Labor  Day. 

"Drum  corps  is  like  an  addiction. 
You  don't  need  it,  but  you  gotta  have 
it,"  Gibbons  said.  "This  is  a  family," 
he  said  pointing  to  the  rest  of  the 
Statesmen.  "We're  very  close  and  that 
helps  us  on  the  field." 

In  the  Senior  Drum  and  Bugle 
Corps  competitive  arena,  no  team  has 
won  more  competitions  and  champi- 
onships in  the  past  10  years  than  the 
Statesmen,  who  are  based  in  Roch- 
ester, N.Y.,  and  sponsored  by  Post  98. 
"We've  done  well,  but  it's  a  real 
honor  to  win  three  Legion  champi- 
onships in  a  row,"  said  David  Bruni, 
the  drum  major  for  the  Statesmen. 

For  Gibbons,  winning  the  compe- 
tition meant  being  able  to  play  an  encore 
set  to  the  crowd.  During  the  final  song, 
he  was  up  in  the  stands  playing.  "I  love 
this,  there's  nothing  like 
playing  to  a  crowd  and 
hearing  them  go  nuts." 
But  these  memo- 
ries will  have  to 
sustain  Gib- 
bons, who 


Dr.  A.  J.  Sebastianelli,  the  man  credited 
with  resurrecting  the  competition,  waves 
to  the  crowd  as  Past  National  Comman- 
der John  "Jake"  Comer  (left)  and  then- 
National  Vice  Commander  Fernando 
Goulart  applaud. 

walked  off  the  field  in  Scranton  back- 
ward so  he  could  see  the  stands  and 
the  crowd  as  they  filed  out.  "I  want  to 
make  sure  I  remember  every  minute 
of  this,"  he  said.  "This  is  the  last  time 
I'm  going  to  do  this  -  I'm  retiring." 

StiU,  retirements  can  be  short-Uved. 
Gibbons  hints  at  a  comeback,  saying  his 
kids  will  soon  be  eligible  to  compete. 
"If  that  happens,  it  would  be  hard  not 
to  come  back,"  he  said.  "This  is  the 
only  sport  I  know  of  where  someone 
can  compete  alongside  their  fathers  and 
mothers  and  their  kids.  That  would  be 
too  hard  to  pass  up."  □ 


Empire  Statesmen 
percussionists 
focus  on 
keeping  the 
rhythm  as 
they  march 
across 
the 
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The  USS  West  Virginia,  USS  Tennessee  and  USS  Arizona  bum  after  the  Japanese 
attack  at  Pearl  Harbor. 

For  the  Kronberger  family,  Christmas 
is  a  time  to  remember  the  day  that 
still  lives  in  infamy 


By  Peter  B.  Rose 

Assistant  Editor 


FOR  ROBERT  S.  KRONBERGm, 
Christmas  is  a  time  for  festivi- 
ty, family  and  loved  ones 
mixed  into  a  cocktail  of  lone- 
liness and  despair  that  streak 
back  to  Dec.  7,  1941. 
Like  everyone  else  who 
survived  Pearl  Harbor,  he 
hates  to  drink  the  cocktail. 
But  it  is  the  condition  for 
his  being  alive. 

One  hundred  sixty  of  his 
USS  West  Virginia  shipmates  died  in 
the  Japanese  bomber,  fighter  and  sub- 
marine attack  that  demolished  and 
battered  1 8  American  warships  and 
killed  2,113  sailors  and  Marines  in  the 
sunken  hulls,  oil-coated  harbor,  and 
on  the  piers  and  docks  and  hangars  of 
the  Hawaiian  Navy  base. 


Kronberger' s  father,  Sam,  and 
brother  Edward  were  on  the  same 
Pacific  fleet  ship  docked  in  the  calm 
and  serene  harbor.  Sam  was  a  chief 
petty  officer  and  Edward  a  seaman 
assigned  to  the  gunnery  department. 
Robert  served  as  first-class  water- 
tender  and  petty  officer-in-charge 
of  the  boiler  room. 

The  sun  rose  over  the  Hawaiian 
Islands  at  6:26  that  Sunday  morning, 
about  the  time  Robert  Kronberger 
returned  on  the  milk  boat  from  shore 
patrol  to  the  USS  West  Virginia. 

"It  was  a  bright,  clear  and  peaceful 
tropical  morning,"  he  recalls.  "Under 
the  light  northeast  trades,  surrounded 
by  green  sugar  cane  fields  and  covered 
by  cumulus  clouds  over  the  Koolaus, 
it  seemed  the  least  probable  place  on 
earth  for  a  war  to  start." 

Kronberger  climbed  onto  his  ship, 
weary  from  his  long  and  arduous  night 
of  duty.  Meanwhile,  beneath  the  water 
surface,  two-man  Japanese  sub- 


Lt.  Cmdr.  Robert  S. 
Kronberger,  just 
before  retiring  in  1970. 

marines  launched  from  larger  fleet 
subs  converged  on  the  harbor 
entrance. 

"Once  back  aboard  my  floating 
home,  I  decided  to  forego  breakfast 
for  much-needed  sleep,"  Kronberger 
recalls.  "I  made  my  way  down  four 
decks  to  the  floorplates  of  the  fire- 
room.  I  spread  out  a  piece  of  canvas 
on  the  deck  and  laid  down  for  a 
snooze." 

Forty-five  minutes  later,  loud 
speakers  bellowing  from  the  officer  on 
deck  awoke  him. 

"The  ship  started  exploding,  shak- 
ing and  rocking,"  Kronberger 
recalls. "Our  electric  power  and 
lighting  went  out.  Six  or  seven 
torpedoes  struck  us  broadside.  The 
steel  bulkhead  gave  way  to  sea 
water." 

A  projectile  zeroed  in.  A  hit  would 
have  wiped  out  Kronberger,  his  father 
and  brother.  It  was  a  16-inch  armor- 
piercing  explosive  that  struck  the  No.  3 
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This  was  just  the  beginning  of  1,364  days  of  death,  misery  and 
brolcen  hearts  l(nown  as  World  War  II. 


turret,  near  where  all  three  were  locat- 
ed. It  proved  to  be  a  dud. 

In  the  dark,  Kronberger  and  his 
crew  made  their  way  up  40  feet  of 
ladders,  through  the  air  locks  and  the 
armored  hatch  as  explosions  contin- 
ued to  rock  the  ship. 

Abandon  Ship.  On  the  weather  deck, 
his  first  impulse  was  to  find  his  father 
and  brother.  But  he  followed  orders  to 
abandon  ship,  leaping  into  flaming 
waters.  A  motor  launch  picked  him  up 
at  Ford  Island. 

Not  until  10:30  p.m.,  upon 
returning  to  the  ship,  did  Kronberger 
with  great  relief  discover  that  his 
father  and  brother  were  okay. 

"Having  been  relieved  of  my 
frustrations,  I  was  then  obligated  to 
assist  my  shipmates  on  fire-fighting, 
removing  casualties  and  other  tasks 
surrounding  the  holocaust,"  he  recalls. 

Two  nights  later,  Kronberger  and 
others  were  still  fighting  fires.  Several 
aircraft  appeared  over  the  pier  of  the 
shipyard.  They  made  a  left  turn,  pass- 


ing over  sunken  vessels  and  turning 
on  their  navigational  lights. 

"Immediately  every  usable  gun  in 
the  harbor  opened  fire  and  destroyed 
the  incoming  aircraft,"  Kronberger 
recalls.  "Soon  we  were  deeply  sad- 
dened to  learn  that  the  aircraft  were 
American,  flying  in  from  the  aircraft 
carrier  Enterprise." 

This  was  just  the  beginning  of 
1 ,364  days  of  death,  misery  and  bro- 
ken hearts  known  as  World  War  II. 

But  in  Kronberger' s  words,  "The 
calculated  treachery  of  the  Japanese 
Empire  did  not  pay  off."  It  is  some- 
thing he  cannot  forget  or  forgive.  And 
to  those  Americans  who  condemn  the 
United  States  for  the  use  of  the  atomic 
bomb,  he  says,  "They  need  only  to 
remember  that  if  there  had  not  been  an 
unwarranted  and  unprovoked  bomb- 
ing of  Pearl  Harbor,  there  would  not 
have  been  any  bombs  dropped  in 
Hiroshima  or  Nagasaki." 

Keep  America  Alert.  Today,  Kron- 
berger and  his  son  David,  both  retired 


from  the  Navy,  are  members  of  The 
American  Legion's  Big  Bear  Post  No. 
584  in  California.  Kronberger's 
grandson  Daniel  just  graduated  from 
Recruit  Training  and  will  be  the 
fourth-generation  Kronberger  in  the 
Navy,  adding  to  208  years  of  family 
service. 

Kronberger  is  a  founder  and  presi- 
dent of  the  Pearl  Harbor  Survivors 
Association,  which  began  with  a 
remembrance  party  in  1954  and  now 
has  9,109  members  and  chapters  in 
every  state.  The  group's  slogan  is 
"Keep  America  Alert!"  The  survivors 
have  been  involved  in  dozens  of 
patriotic  ventures. 

For  them,  Christmas  is  a  time  to 
give  thanks  and  celebrate  with  family 
and  friends,  but  also  the  dark  and 
poignant  memory  of  a  surprise  attack 
that  knocked  the  globe  from  its 
pedestal  of  innocence  into  the  largest 
and  most  violent  conflagration  in  the 
history  of  mankind.  □ 
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SHIIID  I.S.  troops  0[  ONOIR  I.N.  eOHMIINI? 


Rep.  Terry  Everett,  R-Ala. 


Rep.  Jerrold  Nadler,  D-N.Y. 


NO 


"Our  national  interest  - 
not  the  United  Nations'  - 
should  be  the  important 
factor  in  any  decision  to 
send  American  troops  on 
'peacemaking'  missions. ' 


Since  its  beginning,  the 
Clinton  administration  has 
shown  little  opposition  to 
U.N.  command  of  American 
troops.  Many  in  Congress  oppose 
subordination  of  our  military  to  U.N. 
control  as  it  conflicts  with  national 
interest. 

In  1993,  our  soldiers  in  Somalia 
were  killed  and  taken  hostage  while  on  a  United  Nations 
mission.  Citizens  who  witnessed  their  sons  dragged  through 
the  streets  demanded  an  end  to  our  presence  in  that  nation. 
We  should  not  forget  that  those  soldiers  called  for  help  in 
time  to  be  saved  but  it  was  refused. 

Emboldened  by  its  growing  global  operations,  the  United 
Nations  proposed  the  creation  of  its  "Rapid  Reaction 
Force,"  including  U.S. 
troops  to  police  its  "peace- 
keeping" campaigns.  The 
outcry  from  Congress  and 
our  people  was  so  strong 
that  the  administration 
backed  away  from  sup- 
porting the  concept.  Now  it 
favors  select  control  by  the 
United  Nations  in  Presidential  Decision  Directive  25.  In 
1994,  Pentagon  officials  testified  that  the  president  would 
never  relinquish  control  of  U.S.  forces,  but  on  a  case-by- 
case  basis  will  allow  them  to  be  placed  under  the  tactical 
command  of  U.N.  operations.  This  is  not  good  enough. 

This  administration  came  to  D.C.  bent  on  cutting  defense 
while  expanding  overseas  policing  efforts.  It  has  done  so  to 
the  point  of  handicapping  readiness  and  recklessly  overex- 
tending  our  defense  capability.  Clinton  risked  our  national 
security  by  deploying  our  troops  into  open-ended  U.N.  mis- 
sions throughout-,  the  world.  It  should  be  pointed  out  that 
under  the  administration's  misuse  of  American  forces,  we 
now  have  our  military  operating  in  more  than  130  countries. 

In  1996,  the  House  further  weighed  in  by  passing  the 
U.S.  Armed  Forces  Protection  Act  prohibiting  spending  on 
operations  under  United  Nations  command  unless  the  presi- 
dent certifies  15  days  in  advance  that  it  is  in  U.S.  national 
interest  or  if  the  action  will  be  part  of  a  NATO  operation. 
Unfortunately,  this  did  not  pass  the  Senate. 

Our  national  interest  -  not  the  United  Nations'  -  should 
be  the  important  factor  in  decisions  to  send  our  troops  on 
"peacemaking"  missions. 
While  the  issue  of  whether  we 
have  pressing  national  interest 
in  the  Balkans,  Haiti  or  Africa 
and  elsewhere  is  debatable, 
we  must  have  a  hard  and  fast 
policy  that  we  never  relin- 
quish control  of  U.S.  forces  to 
a  U.N.  commander. 


YIS 


"When  a  nation  threat- 
ens nuclear  or  biological 
warfare  we  must  be  able 
to  join  with  allies  to  end 
the  threat." 


immm 


Senators  and  representatives  are  interested  in  con- 
stituent viewpoints.  You  may  express  your  views  by  writ- 
ing The  Honorable  (name),  U.S.  Senate,  Washington,  DC 
20510,  or  The  Honorable  (name),  House  of  Representa- 
tives, Washington,  DC  20515.  You  may  call  the  Senate  at 
(202)  224-3121;  the  House  at  (202)  225-3121. 


We  are  affected  every 
day  by  world  events. 
When  we  see  pictures  of 
people  slaughtered  by 
their  own  governments,  we  must 
respond.  When  a  nation  threatens 
nuclear  or  biological  warfare  we 
must  be  able  to  join  with  allies  to 
end  the  threat.  In  many  situations,  it 
is  impractical  or  tactically  impossible  for  us  to  act  without 
our  U.N.  allies  or  assume  command  of  every  action  to  end 
the  threats.  Our  allies  often  make  up  the  bulk  of  force  and 
may  require  only  a  handful  of  our  experts  to  participate. 
By  precluding  the  military  from  falling  under  U.N.  com- 
mand we  could  not  provide  this  service.  How  could  we 
expect  our  allies  to  come  to  our  aid  if  we  were  not  willing 
to  come  to  theirs? 

As  in  Kosovo,  it  was  a  multinational  force  under 
U.N.  command  that  stopped  tyranny  from  moving  beyond 
its  borders.  The  mission  is 
mainly  perceived  as  humani- 
tarian for  the  Kosovars.  If 
the  United  States  had  not  par- 
ticipated and  Milosevic  had 
been  allowed  to  exterminate 
thousands, would  he  have 
stopped  there?  Could  we 
instead  be  facing  a  war 
spreading  throughout  Western  Europe  turning  into  the  next 
"war  to  end  all  wars?"  While  unlikely,  it  is  a  question  we 
do  not  have  to  answer  because  the  United  States  joined  in 
to  stop  a  calculating  man  from  killing  thousands  and  forc- 
ing more  from  their  homes. 

Additionally,  we  must  continue  to  be  wary  of  nations 
that  have  nuclear  capability.  A  strike  against  the  United 
States  can  come  from  an  ocean  away  with  the  push  of  a 
button.  Our  military  must  be  ready  to  stand  with  our  allies 
to  turn  back  any  threat  that  may  harm  the  country. 

Many  proponents  of  keeping  American  troops  from 
under  U.N.  control  hold  an  unfounded  belief  that  our  troops 
will  wage  wars  we  do  not  support.  This  is  not  true.  Our 
troops  may  not  be  put  under  U.N.  control  without  our  con- 
sent. At  any  time  we  may  withdraw  our  troops  should  we 
believe  they  fall  in  harm's  way  or  the  purpose  of  the  mis- 
sion no  longer  falls  within  the  goals  of  the  United  States. 
Forces  under  U.N.  command  have  helped  millions 
of  families  escape  tyranny, 
brought  enemies  to  the 
bargaining  table  and  sought 
to  bring  an  end  to  biological 
and  nuclear  weapons. 
These  are  reasons  we 
should  maintain  the  current 
relationship  with  the  United 
Nations,  not  minimize  it. 
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Both  jackets  have  ittte|p||ppppppp  knit  cuffs  and  waist 

CIRCLE  NEEDS      CONNECT  COLOR  WITH  SIZE  IF  ORDERING  MORE  THAN  ONE 


Both  Jackets  Come  In  All  Sizes 

SIZE 

36-38 

39-41 

42-44 

46-48 

50-52 

54-56 

58-60 

A-2 

G-I 

#  Units 

Air  Force  A-2 

Brown  or 

Regular  (Up  to  6  Ft) 

S 

M 

L 

XL 

$119 

$139 

JACKET 

Black 

Tails  (Over  6  Ft) 

MT 

LT 

XLT 

$129 

$149 

Navy  G-1 

Brown  Only 

Big  (Up  to  6  Ft) 

2XL 

3XL 

4XL 

$139 

$159 

JACKET 

Big-Tall  (Over  6  Ft) 

2XLT 

3XLT 

4XLT 

$149 

$169 

Subtotal 

  1    1    1    1    1    1    1    1    1    1    1    1    1    1    1    1    1    1    1    1    1    II    1    1    1    1    1    1  1 

(-)$25eaif2+ 

NAME  (Last,  First) 

Telephone  (Include  Area  Code) 

TOTAL 

ADDRESS  (No.  and  Street,  Apt  or  Suite  No.) 

Ql  Visa     Q  Mastercard    Q  American  Express       Enter  Card  Number  Below: 


Mail  or  Fax  and  Make  Check 
or  Money  Order  Payable  to: 


Source  Code:  901 


Card  Number:  |     |     |     |     |     |     |     |     |     |     |     |     |     |     |  T 


AIRBORNE 

/  4^    mm^rz^    50  Broad  St. 

Expiration:  □□/□□    ^    ■ffii,  b©H    Carlstadt,  NJ  07072 


Crude  TV  on  Fox 

RUPERT  MURDOCH'S  conserva- 
tive news  division  has  been 
praised  for  its  Chinagate  cover- 
age, including  Bill  O'Reilly's  exclu- 
sive interview  with  Johnny  Chung. 
But  his  entertainment  division  won 
the  Silver  Sewer  award  from  former 
education  secretary  Bill  Bennett  and 
Sen.  Joseph  Lieberman,  D-Conn. 

Murdoch,  owner  of  Fox  News  and 
Fox  Television,  has  been  making  news 
himself. 

"He  is  now  responsible  for  what  is 
perhaps  the  worst  -  the  most  crude,  cyni- 
cal and  insulting  -  material  ever  to  be 
broadcast  to  the  American  public  over 
network  television  airwaves,"  Bennett 
said  about  Murdoch.  Lieberman  said  the 
new  Fox  show,  "Action,"  features  lan- 
guage and  behavior  "that  the  average 
person  would  be  arrested  for  if  spoken  or 
acted  out  in  the  public  square  of  most 
American  communities." 

In  a  related  move  Sen.  Sam  Brown- 
back,  R-Kan.,  says  he  wants  more  pro- 
grams like  CBS's  "Touched  by  an 
Angel."  Brownback  arranged  a  special 
Senate  screening  for  the  season  premier, 
with  the  "angel"  Monica  in  attendance, 
focusing  on  slavery  in  Sudan. 

Brownback  says  that  violence,  pro- 
fanity and  sleaze  have  risen  dramatically 
since  the  new  television  ratings  system 
was  put  into  place.  The  ratings  had  been 
sold  by  Hollywood  as  a  way  to  clean  up 
television. 

Saddam  Ignores  Suffering 

SOME  INTERNATIONAL  ex- 
perts have  cried  crocodile  tears 
for  Iraqi  children  said  to  be  suf- 
fering and  dying  because  of  U.N. 
sanctions.  But  a  State  Department 
report  says  Saddam  Hussein  is  to 
blame.  Iraq  has  sold  more  than 
$14.9  billion  in  oil  over  the  last  two 
years  and  has  more  than  enough 
money  to  take  care  of  Iraqi  children. 

The  problem,  the  report  says,  is 
that  resources  are  being  diverted  to 
members  of  the  government  and  top 
military  and  security  officials  who 
are  provided  with  extra  monthly 
food  rations,  Mercedes  automobiles 
and  monthly  stipends  exceeding 
thousands  of  dollars. 

Since  the  war,  the  report  says, 
Hussein  has  spent  more  than  $2  bil- 


Students  in  Jakarta,  Indonesia,  protest  tlie  presence  of  U.N.  personnel. 

Congress  Goncerneii  Over  East  Timor  Trainiog 


[ILL  THE  MASSACRE  of  the 
'Christians  of  East  Timor  finally 
break  the  United  States'  military 
ties  to  the  Indonesian  regime  blamed 
for  it?  Don't  count  on  it.  Indonesia,  the 
largest  Muslim  country  on  earth,  has 
long  been  a  close  ally. 

"We  have  been  arming  and  training 
the  Indonesian  armed  forces  for  literal- 
ly 40  years,"  notes  Dr.  Caleb  Rossiter, 
a  former  congressional  staffer  who 
runs  a  Project  on  Demilitarization  and 
Democracy.  He  says  the  training  has 
continued  despite  several  efforts  by 
Congress  to  restrict  or  ban  it. 

First,  he  says.  Congress  curtailed 
funds  for  military  training  for  Indone- 
sian troops  in  1992,  after  another  mas- 
sacre in  East  Timor.  But  the  assistance 
continued  under  the  guise  of  Indonesia 
paying  for  it.  After  this  was  banned, 
the  training  continued  under  the  pre- 
text of  both  countries  conducting  mili- 
tary exercises.  "Where  there's  a  will, 
there's  a  waiver,"  Rossiter  says  of  the 
loopholes. 

Countering  claims  that  the  killings 
would  have  been  worse  without  the 
training,  Rossiter  throws  up  a  chal- 
lenge: "I  just  don't  know  at  what  point 
the  U.S.  armed  forces  would  send  a 
message  to  the  Indonesian  people  that 


we  don't  support  dictatorship." 
Rossiter  urges  adoption  of  the  "Code 
of  Conduct  Arms  Transfer  Act,"  intro- 
duced by  Rep.  Dana  Rohrabacher,  R- 
Calif.,  and  Rep.  Cynthia  McKinney, 
D-Ga.  It  would  end  military  assistance 
to  all  dictatorships,  including  friendly 
ones  that  can  turn  hostile. 

No  More  East  Timors?  The  United 
Nations  was  seemingly  unprepared  for 
the  slaughter  which  followed  the  vote 
it  organized  for  East  Timor's  indepen- 
dence from  Indonesia.  One  whistle- 
blower  questioned  why  there  was  a 
delay  in  dispatching  a  peacekeeping 
force  to  the  territory. 

The  standby  U.N.  Army  headquar- 
ters "has  been  in  place  since  before 
June  of  1998,"  U.N.  whistleblower 
Linda  Shenwick  says.  "So  it  was  there 
for  East  Timor.  It  would  have  made  a 
difference." 

Eighty-six  countries,  including  the 
United  States,  supposedly  agreed  to 
participate  in  the  standby  plan,  giving 
the  world  body  147,500  military  per- 
sonnel available  for  deployments.  But 
when  the  need  to  activate  the  standby 
force  arose,  there  was  no  force  to  be 
found. 

-C.  K. 


lion  on  presidential  palaces,  some 
with  gold-plated  faucets  and  man- 
made  lakes  and  waterfalls.  Last 
April,  Iraqi  officials  opened  a  vaca- 


tion resort  with  stadiums,  an  amuse- 
ment park,  hospitals  and  homes  for 
government  officials. 

-  Cliff  Kincaid 
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IT'S  TRUE -RICH  GENUINE 
KIDSKIN  LEATHER  -  ONLY  $29.99 

Stuart  McGuire  offers  you  this  ALL-LEATHER 
shoe  for  an  exceptionally  low  introductory  price! 

INTRODUCTORY  PRICE  ONLY 

$2099 


COMPARE  AT  $79.99 


9  each 

B  

8  to  15 

D  

6  to  15 

EE 

7  to  15 

EEE 

8  to  15 

Half  size 

s  except 

12V2,  13V2,14V2 

Style  61630  Black 
Style  61631  Grey 
Style  61632  Cordovan  Color 

Style  61633  Brown  $29.99 

Please  add  $2.00  for  sizes  13  and  larger 

Genuine  leather  inside  and  out  makes  ttiis  handsewn  slip-on  an 
appreciable  value.  Features  include:  •  True  moc  construction 
surrounds  your  foot  in  LEATHER.  •  A  full  LEATHER  moisture- 
wicking  lining  keeps  feet  cool  and  comfortable  all  day  long.  •  A 
genuine  LEATHER  outsole  for  lightweight  comfort  and  durability. 

•  3/4  cushioned  LEATHER  heel  pad  to  absorb  walking  impact. 

•  Concealed  elastic  gore  and  durable  resilient  rubber  heel. 


AN  INNOVATION  IN  COMFORT  LEATHER  WEEKENDERS 

The  most  comfortable  shoe  we've  developed  in  our  90  plus  years  of  business! 

INTRODUCTORY  PRICE  ONLY 


$ 


29 


99 


2  or  More  Pairs  $28.99  each 

Our  Quick-Grip*  Weekender 
Provides  Leather  Comfort, 
Lightweight  Flexibility  and 
Pillowy  Cushioning  Right  Out 
of  the  Box! 

This  genuine  leather  goes  through  an 
extensive  tanning  process  to  make  it 
supple  and  buttery  smooth.  ..gg. 
We've  also  provided  extra  toe 
room  and  our  adjustable,  easy 
on/off  Quick-Grip  closure  for  a  more 
customized  fit.  Durable,  lightweii 
crepe  rubber  soles  are  ribbed  to  guarantee 
sure-footing. 

Style  1 892  Grey     Style  1 897  Cordovan  Color 
Style  1 893  Bone    Style  1 898  Black 

Style  1 894  Tan      Style  1 899  White  $29.99 

Please  add  $2.00  for  size  13  &  up 


SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED  -  ORDER  NOW! 

Stuart  McGuire  Inc.,  425  Well  Street,  Chippewa  Falls,  Wl  54729-1400 
Rush  this  incredible  value  —  for  only  $29.99  per  pair  (2  or  more  pairs  $28.99  each) 

|Key#N408F| 


City. 


-Zip 


Daytime  Phone  (_ 


PAYMENT  METHOD 

□  Check or      □MasterCard  □Discover    □  VISA  □ 

(16  digits)  (16  digits)         (13 -16  digits)  Express 


STYLE 
NO. 


DESCRIPTION 
(color,  type  of  shoe,  etc.) 


Money  Order 


(payable  to  Stuart  IVIcGuire) 
CREDIT 
CARD 
NUMBER 


CARD  OWNER  SIGNATURE 


CREDIT  CARD  ADDRESS  (if  not  as  above) 


SPECIAL  SHIPPING 


3  &  up.  ► 
► 


□  STUART  McGUIRE  PRIORITY 

ONE  PAIR  -  $5.00 
(AK,  HI  &  U.S.Terr. -$10.00) 

2  to  6  PAIRS  -  $9.00 
(AK,  HI  &  U.S.Terr.  -$14.00) 

□  STUART  McGUIRE  AIR  EXPRESS 

(add  $15.00  per  item) 
Special  Shipping  is  in  addition  to  the 
regular  shipping  and  handling  charges 


PRICE  PER 
ITEM 


Oversize  Charge 


Shipping  &  Handling 


Additional  Special  Shipping  Charges 
(SeeBoxatfeft) 


Wl  &  VA  residents  add  5%  sales  tax 
(Plus  any  local  tax) 


$6.95 


ST 


•  Only  Wl  charges  lax  on  all  shipping 


llBm  HIWS 


Internet  prngram  offers  personal  Legion  connection 


LEGION  MEMBERS  and  their 
families  can  now  have  direct 
Internet  access  to  the  latest 
Legion  news  and  activities,  plus 
easy  access  to  other  items  of 
personal  interest  -  all  from  one 
World  Wide  Web  location.  The 
iBelong  program  is  a  quick  and 
convenient  tool  for  expanding 
the  user's  reach  for  information. 

From  iBelong' s  start  page 
or  "portal,"  located  at  www. 
legion. ibelong. com,  members 
can  do  anything  from  checking 
stock  quotes  and  making  travel 
arrangements,  to  sending 
messages  to  friends,  other 
Legionnaires  or  even  their 
legislators. 

"The  Legion's  portal  allows  for 
instantaneous  communication,"  said 
National  Adjutant  Robert  Spanogle. 
"We're  in  the  business  of  communicat- 
ing with  our  members  -  and  our  mem- 
bers with  us.  Our  portal  provides  us 
with  the  right  next  step  to  complement 
our  Web  site  so  that  we  stay  informed 
and  in  touch  with  our  membership.  It 
allows  us  to  enhance  and  expand  our 
communication  at  all  levels,  especially 
the  grassroots  level." 

The  Legion  portal  is  divided  into 
different  sections,  or  "bricks,"  of 
information,  services  and  activities. 
Examples  of  the  bricks  and  how 


/bSIong' 

The  iBelong/American  Legion  start  page  i 
information  and  the  Internet. 


;  users  easy  access  to  Legion 


Legionnaires  can  benefit  from  the 
portal  follow. 

The  Legion  Connection  allows 
members  to  instantly  link  to  the 
Legion's  Web  site  (www.legion.org), 
learn  about  membership  or  read  The 
American  Legion  Magazine.  It  con- 
nects members  to  the  most  important 
and  up-to-date  information  about  the 
Legion. 

Quick  Information.  The  Legion 
Action  Center,  located  on  the  left 
side  of  the  portal,  includes  activities 
in  which  members  can  participate. 
They  can: 


•  Read  the  latest  featured 
cover  story,  which  often  dis- 
cusses pending  legislation  or 
issues  important  to  veterans. 

•  Send  e-mail  to  their 
legislators.  This  feature 
makes  it  easy  for  members 
to  find  their  legislators,  type 
in  their  personal  informa- 
tion and  a  message,  and 
send  it. 

•  View  the  calendar  of 
Legion  events,  including  the 
activities  and  efforts  of 
Posts  or  Departments. 

Merchants  such  as  Value 
America,  Barnes  and  Noble, 
Travelocity  and  the  Sports 
Store  offer  convenience  and 
special  deals  for  Legionnaires  who 
shop  online  through  Legion  Market- 
place. Legion  Emblem  Sales  merchan- 
dise will  be  available  next  year.  When 
buying  through  iBelong.  a  percentage 
of  the  purchase  will  be  donated  to  the 
Legion. 

"Legionnaires  benefit  from  our  cus- 
tomized iBelong  program  because  they 
can  access  the  Internet  in  a  trusted 
environment  that  provides  useful  and 
relevant  content,  information  and  ser- 
vices," said  Spanogle.  "In  addition, 
they  join  an  online  community  of  peo- 
ple who  share  their  interests." 

-  Laura  Lee 


Arkansas  student  nabs  Rulon  baseball  award 


JEREMY  ROBERTS  of  Rison,  Ark.,  is 
the  George  W.  Rulon  American  Legion 
Baseball  Player  of  the 
Year.  Roberts  will 
receive    a  $3,000 
Buick/American 
Legion  Leadership 
Award  scholarship 
due  to  demonstrated 
qualities  of  leader- 
shin     scholarshin    Jefemy  Roberts  is 
snip,    scnoiarsnip,  the  George  W.  Rulon 
character,  citizenship  American  Legion 
and  financial  need.  Baseball  Player  of 

In  addition  to  the 
scholarship,  Roberts  will  attend  the 
induction  ceremonies  for  the  Baseball 


Hall  of  Fame  in  Cooperstown,  N.Y., 
in  2000,  and  will  receive  a  plaque 
prior  to  the  annual  Baseball  Hall  of 
Fame  Game. 

A  freshman  at  Southern  Arkansas 
University,  Roberts  has  already 
received  a  $2,500  Buick/American 
Legion  Leadership  Award  scholar- 
ship as  the  Arkansas  American 
Legion  Baseball  Player  of  the  Year 
and  as  the  Mid-South  Regional  Player 
of  the  Year. 

Roberts,  an  engineering  major, 
played  baseball  for  Post  83  in  Rison 
for  three  seasons.  He  also  attended 
The  American  Legion  Boys  State  and 


served  as  President  of  the  Woodlawn 
Student  Council. 

American  Legion  Baseball  is  now  in 
its  74th  year.  More  than  93,400  players 
on  5,200  teams  participated  in  the  pro- 
gram in  1999,  during  which  The  Amer- 
ican Legion  and  Buick  Motor  Division 
of  General  Motors  teamed  up  to  pro- 
vide $66,000  for  baseball  scholarships. 

Many  of  today's  professional 
baseball  players,  including  Greg 
Maddux,  Jeff  Bagwell,  Tony  Gwynn, 
Barry  Bonds  and  Chipper  Jones  par- 
ticipated in  American  Legion  Base- 
ball. 

-  Ron  Hyink 
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Heres  How  To  Stand  Out  In  The  Crowd. 


Carry  The  American  Legion  Visa®  Card. 


^  No  Annual  Fee 

^  Low  Introductory  Rate  (APR)  on  balance 
transfers  and  cash  advance  checks 

^  Access  to  account  information  via  telephone 
or  secure  on-line  banking  on  the  Internet 

1^  MBNA  Fraud  protection 

ik  World  Class  24-Hour  Customer  Service 

Support  for  Legion's  efforts  with  every  purchase 

Qll  Toll-Free  and  Request  Yours  Today. 

1-800-523-7666 

Mention  priority  code  VXTU 


There  are  costs  associated  with  the  use  ol  these  credit  cards.  For  more  information  ahoot  these  costs,  contact  MBNA  Amerrca  Bant,  N.A,  the  exclusive  rssuer  and  administrator  of  the  Pbtinum  P/us "  credit  card  piogiam,  h)  calling  1-800-523-1666  or  by  writing  to  P.O.  Box 
15020,  Wilmrngton,  OE  19850.  Visa  rs  a  federally  registered  service  mark  of  Wsa  U5A  Inc.  used  pursuant  to  license,  PiMm  Plus  is  a  service  maik  of  I*1BNA  America  Bank,  N.A  ©1999  MBNA  Ameiica  Bank,  N  A. 


llBliHHtWS 


Twelve  students  win  Samsung  Schnlarship  Awards 


THE  LIST  OF  WINNERS  of  the  1999 
Samsung  American  Legion  Scholar- 
ship Program  includes  a  potential 
CEO,  doctor,  military  scientist  and 
possibly  even  a  future  president  of  the 
United  States.  That's  what  some  of 
the  12  selected  high  school  students 
aspire  to  become,  and  with  the  thou- 
sands of  dollars  from  the  international 
electronics  company's  scholarship 
program,  their  dreams  are  a  little  clos- 
er to  becoming  reality.  Each  of  the  12 
scholars  will  gain  $20,000  for  under- 
graduate schooling. 

The  endowment  is  derived  from 
interest  and  other  income  generated 
by  a  multi-million  dollar  donation 
from  the  Samsung  Group  and  admin- 
istered by  The  American  Legion. 
It  was  established  to  show  apprecia- 
tion to  U.S.  veterans  who  came  to  the 
aid  of  Korea  in  its  struggle 
against  communist  forces  during  the 
Korean  War.  The  size  and  number  of 
scholarships  annually  awarded  de- 
pends on  the  amount  of  income 
generated  from  the  initial  $5  million 
contribution. 

This  year,  scholarship  applications 
were  distributed  to  participants  in 
American  Legion  Boys  State  and 
Auxiliary  Girls  State  programs. 
Applicants  were  required  to  be  direct 
descendants  of  U.S.  wartime  veterans 
who  served  during  one  or  more  peri- 
ods of  war  officially  designated  as  eli- 


gibility dates  for  membership  in  The 
American  Legion. 

Recipients  must  also  attend  an 
accredited  U.S.  college  or  university. 
Selection  by  the  National  Selection 
Committee  was  based,  in  part,  on  aca- 
demic record,  involvement  in  school 
and  community  activities  and  finan- 
cial need.  Additional  points  were 
awarded  to  those  who  are  descendants 
of  U.S.  veterans  of  the  Korean  War. 

The  winners: 

Justin  J.  Bauer  of  Altoona,  Iowa, 
ranks  first  in  his  class  of  307.  His 
grandfather  served  in  the  Korean  War. 

Richelle  L.  Bianchard  of  Eagle  Point, 
Ore.,  ranks  first  in  her  class  of  247. 
Her  grandfather  served  in  the  Korean 
and  Vietnam  wars. 

Austin  DeCock  of  Rochert,  Minn., 
ranks  first  in  his  class  of  50.  His 
grandfather  served  in  the  Korean  War. 

Christen  M,  Gray  of  Marietta,  Ga., 
ranks  14th  in  her  class  of  657.  Her 
grandfather  served  in  the  Korean  War. 

Matthew  B.  Greenblatt  of  Kearney, 
Mo.,  ranks  first  in  his  class  of  201.  His 
grandfather  served  in  the  Korean  and 
Vietnam  wars. 

Kevin  G.  Grove  of  Moccasin,  Mont., 


ranks  first  in  his  class  of  12.  His 
grandfather  served  in  the  Korean  War. 

Theresa  M.  House  of  CoUierville, 
Tenn.,  ranks  second  in  her  class  of 
438.  Her  great-grandfather,  both 
grandfathers  and  father  are  veterans  of 
wars  ranging  from  WWI  to  Vietnam. 

Jaylan  S.  Jones  of  Gilbert,  Ariz., 
ranks  sixth  in  his  class  of  752.  His 
grandfather  served  in  the  Korean  War. 

Marianne  Lodinell  of  Frankfort,  Ky., 
ranks  first  in  her  class  of  257.  Her 
grandfather  served  in  WWII. 

Jennifer  L.  Morrison  of  West  Liber- 
ty, Iowa,  ranks  first  in  her  class  of 
82.  Her  grandfather  served  in  the 
Korean  War. 

Kellie  E.  Moss  of  Lawton,  Okla., 
ranks  first  in  her  class  of  126.  One 
of  her  grandfathers  served  during 
WWII  and  both  grandfathers  served 
in  the  Korean  War.  Her  father  served 
in  the  Vietnam  War;  the  Lebanon, 
Grenada  and  Panama  conflicts;  and 
Desert  Storm. 

Crystal  M.  Niemeier  of  Benson, 
Minn.,  ranks  fifth  in  her  class  of 
120.  Her  grandfather  served  in  the 
Korean  War. 

-  Kathy  Farris 


Commemorative  stamps  lionor  II.S.  war  iieroes 


FOLLOWING  MANY  YEARS  of 
efforts  on  the  part  of  The  American 
Legion,  the  U.S.  Postal  Service  will 
issue  a  series  of  stamps  next  year  com- 
memorating the  heroism  and  leader- 
ship of  four  distinguished  soldiers. 

The  soldiers  chosen  by  the  USPS  to 
be  honored  next  spring  are  Audie  Mur- 
phy, Omar  Bradley,  Alvin  York  and 
John  Hines.  A  resolution  approved  in 
September  at  the  National  Convention  in 
Anaheim,  Calif.,  reaffirmed  the  Legion's 
decade-long  drive  to  honor  Murphy's 
accomplishments  with  a  stamp. 

"This  announcement  marks  the  end 


of  a  long  and  laborious  journey,""  said 
Steve  Robertson,  National  Legislative 
Director  for  The  American  Legion. 


"For  the  past  10  years  ...  every  Nation- 
al Commander  and  our  Internal  Affairs 
division  has  had  to  maintain  pressure 
on  the  stamp  selection  committee." 

Murphy  is  one  of  the  most  decorat- 
ed American  servicemen  of  World 
War  II  and  received  the  Medal  of 
Honor.  York,  who  almost  single-hand- 
edly captured  132  German  soldiers 
during  one  WWI  battle,  is  also  a 
Medal  of  Honor  recipient. 

Hines  and  Bradley,  decorated  com- 
manders of  WWI  and  WWII,  both 
served  as  Army  chief  of  staff. 

-  Kevin  J.  Dwyer 
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Macular  Degeneration 


The  VideoEye  power 
magnification  system  combines 
simplicity  and  versatility  to  help 
people  with  low  vision  continue 
reading  and  doing  everyday  tasks. 

A  self-focusing  viewing  head  on 
a  precision  arm  moves  over  an3^hing 
you  want  to  see.  Crisp  images  are 
displayed  in  full  color  on  a  high- 
resolution  monitor  magnified  up  to 
25  times  larger. 


Self  care 


Prescription  bottles 


Try  it  at  home 
for  30  days! 


Shaving,  makeup      Knitting,  hand  work 


□  Please  send  free  brochure  and  video 
Name   


30  day  money-back  guarantee 


1-800-416-0758 

www.videoeyecorp.com 


state 


Zip 


Address, 

City  

Phone  ( 


VideoEye  Corporation,  Dept.  TL 
10211  West  Emerald  •  Boise,  ID  83704 


577  fax  <208)  377: 


1 


IIBWH  HIWS 


San  Diego  Padres'  Tony  Gwynn  honored  by  Legioo 


SINCE  1958  The  American 
Legion  has  honored  a  former 
American  Legion  Baseball  play- 
er who  exemplifies  the  princi- 
ples and  goals  of  service  to  the 
community,  state  and  nation 
with  the  Graduate  of  the  Year 
award. 

This  year's  recipient  was 
San  Diego  Padres  rightfielder 
Tony  Gwynn.  Butch  Miller, 
National  Commander  at  the 
time,  presented  the  award  to 
Gwynn  at  QUALCOMM  Stadi- 
um in  San  Diego. 

Gwynn,  who  played  Ameri- 
can Legion  Baseball  from  1975 
to  1977  for  Peterson  Post  27  in 
Long  Beach,  Calif.,  was  origi- 
nally drafted  in  1981  by  the 
then-San  Diego  Clippers  of  the 
NBA  on  the  same  day  the 
Padres  drafted  him. 

The  eight-time  batting  cham- 
pion, who  has  played  for  the 
Padres  since  1982,  has  collected 
more  than  3,000  hits,  4,000  total 
bases  and  500  doubles,  and 
leads  the  club  as  all-time  leader 
in  batting  average  (.339),  stolen 
bases  (311)  and  RBIs  (1,042) 
among  others. 

His  dedication  to  his  community 
mirrors  his  dedication  to  the  sport  of 
baseball.  Gwynn  and  his  wife,  Alicia, 
established  the  Tony  and  Alicia 


-National  Commander  Butch  Miller  presents  Tony  Gwynn,  right, 
the  Graduate  of  the  Year  Award. 


Gwynn  Foundation  to  help  fund 
many  organizations  supporting  chil- 
dren in  need  such  as  Casa  de 
Amparo,  Neighborhood  House, 
YMCA  and  the  Police  Athletic 


League.  He  remains  actively 
involved  in  the  Padres  Scholars 
program,  which  annually  awards 
college  scholarships  to  25  mid- 
dle school  students  contingent 
I  upon  their  graduation  from  high 
school  in  good  standing. 

In  1995  he  won  the  Branch 
Rickey  Award  for  outstanding 
service  by  a  major  league  play- 
er. In  both  1997  and  1998 
he  was  the  club's  winner  of 
Major  League  Baseball's 
Roberto  Clemente  Man  of  the 
Year  award.  He  also  spends  a 
portion  of  the  off-season 
instructing  youngsters  who  trav- 
el from  around  the  country  to 
participate  in  the  San  Diego 
School  of  Baseball,  of  which  he 
is  part  owner. 

The  American  Legion  has 
sponsored  the  amateur  youth 
baseball  program  for  more  than 
70  years.  The  program  has  been 
so  successful  that  75  percent  of 
I  all  college  players  and  65  per- 
I  cent  of  all  major  league  players 
have  played  American  Legion 
Baseball. 
Previous  winners  include  Ted 
Williams,  Stan  Musial,  Brooks 
Robinson,  Johnny  Bench,  Carlton 
Fisk,  Dave  Winfield,  George  Brett, 
Ryne  Sandberg  and  Don  Mattingly. 

-  Kristen  Shupe 


Legion  urges  treatment  for  Guif  War  iiiness 


WEIGHING  THE  UNKNOWN  risks 
against  the  unproven  advantages,  the 
nation's  largest  veterans'  organization 
urged  the  Department  of  Veterans 
Affairs  and  the  Pentagon  to  ensure 
sick  Gulf  War  veterans  receive  med- 
ical treatment  and  to  accelerate  scien- 
tific studies  into  the  effectiveness  and 
safety  of  pyridostigmine  bromide.  The 
drug  was  given  to  thousands  of  U.S. 
military  personnel  in  the  Persian  Gulf 
as  a  defense  against  nerve-agent 
attacks. 

"The  American  Legion  opposes 
DoD's  use  of  PB,"  said  Gulf  War 


Marine  Corps  veteran  Matt  Puglisi, 
head  of  Persian  Gulf  issues  for  the 
2.8-million  member  American  Legion. 
"The  Pentagon  must  defer  any  further 
use  of  PB  until  questions  about  its 
safety  are  answered.  Meanwhile,  VA 
medical  centers  must  remain  open  to 
all  sick  Gulf  War  veterans  immediately 
while  scientists  determine  how 
much  damage,  if  any,  has  been  caused 
to  our  troops." 

The  American  Legion's  announce- 
ment follows  the  release  of  a  Penta- 
gon-funded literature  study  by  the 
Rand  Corp.  The  Rand  study  suggests 


PB  could  be  a  factor  in  illnesses  of 
mysterious  origin  affecting  tens  of 
thousands  of  Gulf  War  veterans. 
Symptoms  suffered  by  sick  Gulf  War 
veterans  include  fatigue,  nausea, 
chronic  pain,  skin  rashes  and  digestive 
difficulties. 

Since  the  first  reports  of  sick  Gulf 
War  veterans  surfaced.  The  American 
Legion  has  worked  with  Congress,  the 
VA  and  the  administration  on  the 
development  of  medical  treatment  and 
public  policy  initiatives  to  assist  ill 
Gulf  War  veterans  and  their  families. 

-  Steve  Thomas 
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HEALTHSMART    www. HSVitamins.com  www.HSVitamlns.com  www.HSVitamins.com  www;HSVrtamins.com 

■■■.sfo'gssrjr  1*800*492*3  003  1 


www.HSVItamlns.com 


Shop  online  at 
www.HSVitaminsxom 


Steal  These  Vitamins 

3  for  1  Low  Price! 


All  Products  in  this  Ad!  Fabulous  Low  Prices!  Direct  to  Your  Door! 


Retail  stores  charge  more  for  their  products  to  cover  their  expensive  rent,  overhead,  and  the  infamous  "middleman."  You  get  so  much  more  for  your 
money  from  HealthSmart  Vitamins®  because  we  sell  our  products  directly  to  you.  We'll  never  asl<  you  to  pay  retail  price  for  one  bottle  of  vitamins! 


Healthy  Joints  "     Coenzyme  Q10        Melatonin  Bilberry         Ginkgo  Biloba      Flax  Seed  Oil 


Spark-of-life  energy 
your  heart  needs* 


Coenzyme 
Q10 


FOR 

$22.99 


For  restful  sleep 
when  you  need  it* 


Melatonin 


,  FOR 

M1.99 


Eye-food  for 
night  vision* 


Bilberry 

HulthSmaij 


3 FOR 
$15.99 


Brain  food  for 
mental  alertness* 


pp  IP 


Biloba 


For  healthy 
cholesterol  support* 


FOR 

$13.99 


Rax  Seed 
Oil 


FOR 

$16.99 

2120-  lOOOmg/lOOsg's 


Glucosamine  Sulfate  MSM  Grape  Seed  Extract      Garlic  (Low  Odor)      Chondroltin  Sulfate      St  John's  Wort 


Building  block 
for  joints* 


Qlucosamine 
Sulfate 


jtALTHSMART 


FOR 

$16.99 


[  Natural  mineral 
I    joint  movement* 


Unbeatable  protection 

for  your  health* 


MSM 

HealthSmaW 


Qrape  Seed 
Extract 


FOR 

$15.99 


FOR 

^$19.99 


All- natural  Garlic  at 
a  qreat  price! 


Qarlic 

HeacthSmart 


FOR 

$9.99 


Economical  joint  and 
cartilase  support* 


Chondroitm 
Sulfate 


<FOR 

^$15.99 

Item  #207546  •  250  mg/50  cap; 
Retail  Price  $15.99  per  bottle 


Natural  herb  for 
sunny  days 


St.  John's 
Wort 


FOR 

$14.99 


3  BOnLES  FOR  1  LOW  PRICE!  •  3  BOHLES  FOR  1  LOW  PRICE! 


recall 


OFFER    EXPIRES    FEBRUARY    29,  2000 


1-800-492-3003 

Mon-Fri  6:30am-9pm,  Sal-Sun  8am-5pm  MST 
Or  mail  this  order  iorm  with  payment  to: 

HealthSmart  Vitamins* 

l2777Claude  Ct  .Thornton,  CO  8024 1 


Product 
Name 


Qty. 


Colorado  residents  add  3%  tax 
Free  Catalog  shipping  and  Handling 

With  your  order! 

Total 

DISCOUNT  CODE:  L9426 


Address  

City   State  ZIP  

Phore#(  )   

□  Check    □  □  □  □ 

Card  #  ' 

Signature   ■  Exp.  /  

HealthSmart  Vitamins' 

l2777ClaudeCt.Thornton,CO  80241 


!  Statements  have  not  been  evaluated  by  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration.  These  products  are  not  intended  to  diagnose,  treat,  cure, 
«t  any  disease.  This  offer  moy  not  be  tombineo  with  other  offers  on  the  sorrre  prorlucls  nor  moy  it  be  opplied  to  previously  ploeerf  orders.  HeollhSmnrt  Vitomins  pnt 
r  The  "Retoil  Prices"  listed  here  ore  hosed  on  o  survey  of  ottuol  retail  prices  conducted  by  HeolthSmort  Vitomins  osof  7/98.  ©1999  HeolthSmort  Vitomins" 


www.HSVItamlns.com  www.HSVItamlns.com  www.HSVItamlns.Gom 


SHOP  ONLINE! 

www.HSVitamins.com 

Enter  "Discount  Code" 
at  checkout  page  to  receive  your 

3  FOR  1  PRICE! 


^  ^  Iff  rS®  *  ^     The  Veterans'  Connection 


VETS®  is  a  private  veterans  program  that  provides  The  American  Legion 
with  information  about  reunions,  helps  veterans  locate  old  buddies  and  offers 
other  special  benefits  and  services  to  veterans  and  their  families. 

REUMIOM IIMFORMATIOIM  ~ 

This  month  we  have  listed  many  groups  that  are  planning  reunions.  Infor- 
mation is  provided  free  to  Legion  members  and  other  veterans  who  write  VETS 
and  enclose  the  5-digit  VETS  number  of  each  reunion.  VETS  maintains  reunion 
and  contact  information  for  more  than  12,000  outfits.  Reunion  information  is 
also  available  at  no  charge  on  the  Internet  at  www.vets.org.  Many  libraries  and 
schools  will  provide  Internet  access  free  for  veterans  with  no  Internet  access  or 
computer  skills.  We  regret  that  due  to  call  volume  we  cannot  accept  phone 
requests  for  reunion  information.  See  "How  to  Use  VETS  Services"  below. 

OUTFIT  ENROLLMENT  IS  FREE 

Coordinators  may  list  reunion  information  with  VETS  at  no  charge.  Infor- 
mation may  be  submitted  electronically  via  the  VETS  website  or  on  official 
forms  by  writing  VETS®.  Individuals  planning  new  reunions  or  offering  them- 
selves as  points  of  contact  for  possible  new  reunions  may  also  register  at  no 
charge. 

THE  NATIONAL  VETS®  ARCHIVES 

The  National  VETS  Archives  is  a  free  historical  registry  for  veterans  who 
want  to  be  listed  on  the  VETS  roster  for  each  outfit  in  which  they  served.  Regis- 
tration is  free  but  to  ensure  accuracy,  must  be  on  official  archive  forms.  Registra- 
tion may  be  done  electronically  at  the  VETS  Internet  home  page.  VETS  uses  the 
archives  to  develop  historical  rosters  and  reunion  contact  information.  Deceased 
veterans  may  be  enrolled  posthumously  by  a  family  member. 

FINDERS/SEEKERS® 

Each  year  for  nearly  a  decade,  VETS  has  helped  thousands  of  veterans  get  in 


touch  with  their  outfits  <ind  buddies.  Ann  Landers  and  Dear  Abby  have  .shared  our 
success  with  millions  of  their  readers  and  now  due  to  technology  and  demand, 
Finders/Seekers  has  moved  to  the  Internet.  A  searchable  list  of  our  active  files  is 
available  on  the  VETS  home  page.  We  encourage  all  veterans  to  check  this  reg- 
istry to  see  if  someone  is  trying  to  find  them.  Individuals  who  order  Finder/Seek- 
ers will  have  tlieir  requests  fisted  and  also  receive  our  free  tips  on  how  to  locate 
missing  veterans.  Cost  is  a  non-refundable  $15.  Please  do  not  send  cash.  We 
accept  checks,  money  orders  and  MasterCard,  Visa  and  Discover  cards. 

VETS®  BENEFITS 

Veterans  who  enroll  in  the  National  VETS  Archives  are  eligible  for  a  variety 
of  products  and  services  offered  by  VETS.  Veterans  who  qualij^*  automatically 
receive  notices  about  their  outfit  reunions,  free  or  discounted  Finders/Seekers 
services  and  other  VETS  consumer  benefits.  In  most  cases,  VETS  benefits  can 
be  extended  to  other  family  members  and  the  survivors  of  deceased  veterans. 
Details  are  available  on  the  VETS  website  or  by  writing  VETS. 

HOW  TO  USE  VETS®  SERVICES  ~ 

To  promote  better  accuracy  and  faster  response,  and  except  for  reimion 
information  requests,  official  VETS  forms  should  be  used  to  submit  information 
or  request  other  services.  Forms  are  available  free  on  the  VETS  website  at 
www.vets.org  or  they  may  be  obtained  by  writing  VETS  at  P.O.  Box  901, 
Columbia,  MO  65205-0901  and  enclosing  a  self-addressed,  stamped  #10  (long) 
reply  envelope.  VETS  normally  responds  to  all  written  requests  the  next  busi- 
ness day.  To  keep  costs  low  and  still  handle  thousands  of  requests  each  week, 
VETS  does  not  accept  phone  calls  for  reunion  information.  In  an  emergency, 
messages  about  other  services  may  be  left  on  the  VETS  voice  mail  system  24 
hours  a  day  at  (573)  474-4444.  You  can  also  reach  VETS  via  e-mail  at 
admin@vets.org. 

VETS®  and  FINDERS/SEEKERS®  are  registered  trademarks  of  Vets  Data 
Corporation. 


ARMY  AIR  FORCE 


2nd  Aircraft  Repair  Unit  (F)  #19214;  60th 
Troop  Carrier  Grp.  #16760;  1 1 26th/1 399th 
M.P.  Co.  Avn,  (WW-ll)  #16937;  Pecos  AAF, 
TX  #14281 


AIR  FORCE 


2ncl  Bomb  Wing,  49th  Bomb  Sq,  (SAC  1947- 
61)  #14010;  6th  Ferry  Comm  #21085;  18th 
Ftr  Bomb  Wing  Assn  #16843;  22nd  Rescue 
Boat  Sq.  #22463;  40th  Ftr.  Sq.,  35th  Ftr.  Grp. 
WW-ll,  Korea  &  Japan)  #1 9567;  91  st  SRW 
(inci  91st  BG  (WW-ll),  Recon  Grp/Wing) 
#20423 


ARMY 


1st  Cav,  7th  Cav  Rgt,  5th  Bn  #18761;  1st  Ord. 
Med.  Maint.  Co.  #12361;  3rd  Ord.  Co.  (MM) 
#15235;  20th  Trans.  Co.  (ADS)  #19170;  34th 
Gen.  Hospital  (Orleans,  Fr  53-67)  #13996; 
43rd  Inf.  Div.  169th  Inf  Rgt,  Co.  G  #14095; 
48th  Gen  Hospital  #15454;  65th  Inf.  Div. 
#12207;  74th  Artillery  Assn.  (All  Units) 
#16715;  76th  Engr.  Const.  Bn.  #23016; 
134th  Inf.,  35th  Div.  #15531;  174th  Military 
Police  Bn.  #19172 

226th  Searchlight  Bn.,  Btry  A  #20196;  310th 
Med,  Bn.  85th  Div.,  Co.  B  (WW-ll)  #21660; 
482nd  AAA  AW  Bn(SP)  Assn  #10670;  488th 
AAA  Bn.  #111 46;  602nd  Tank  Destroyer  Bn. 
#13723;  787th  MP  Bn.  Assn  (WWII)  #15618; 
787th  Tank  Bn.,  Co.  B  (WW-ll)  #22457;  862nd 
Engr.  Avn.  Bn.  (WW-ll)  #19406;  874th/875th 
Airborne  Engrs.  #21117;  999th  AFA  Bn 
#16409;  1257th  Engr  Bn.  #15981;  1395th 
Engr  Const  Bn  #16516;  0H-58A  N.E.T.T. 
#14528 


MARINES 


1  st  Mar  Div,  7th  Rgt,  3rd  Bn,  I  Co  #1 71 79 


NAVY 


85th  NCB  #10665;  87th  NCB  #10196; 


ACORN  34  #17957;  ACORN  52  #11488; 
Beach  Battalions/Attack  Boats  LCVP-LCM 
#23346;  LST-709  J.  P.  Martin  Chap.  #10526; 
Nan  CPO  Assn  #14476;  USS  Allen  M  Sumner 
DD-692  #17980;  USS  Barney  DD-149  (1919- 
45)  #11026;  USS  Conway  DD/DE-507 
#10987;  USS  Conyngham  DD-371/DDG-17 
#18563;  USS  Drew  APA-1 62  #18574;USS 
Fabius  ARV(A)-5/USS  Aventinus  ARV(E)-3 
#15416 

USS  Fredrick  Funston  APA-89  #10339;  USS 
Gen  MC  Meigs  AP-1 16  #20797;  USS 
Guadalupe  AO-32  #  1 7729;  USS  Jupiter  AK- 
43/AV-58  #14938;  USS  Kenmore  AP-162/AK- 
221  #13160;  USS  King  DD-242  #24222; 
USS  Lawrence  DD-250  #11828;  USS  Lindsey 
DM-32  #10722;  USS  LST-586  #13837;  USS 
LST-656  #21989;  USS  Muliphen  AKA-61 
#28285;  USS  New  Orleans  CA-32  #18405; 
USS  Perry  DD-844  #24251;  USS  Polaris  AF- 
1 1  #1 1 564;  USS  Porter  DD-36/DD-800 
#18165 

USS  Prichett  DD-561  #17324;  USS  Pursuit 
AM-1 08/AGS-1 7  #1 1 021 ;  USS  Pyro  AE-1/AE- 
24  #18389;  USS  Quick  DD-40/DMS-32 
#14564;  USS  Raleigh  CL-7  #17744;  USS 
Shannon  DM-25  #18397;  USS  Sterlet  SS-392 
#1 8331 ;  USS  Tanner  AGS-1 5/USS  Pamina 
AKA-34  #14427;  USS  Thomas  E.  Fraser  DM- 
24  #13284;  USS  Trinity  AO-13  #18304;  USS 
Woodford  AKA-86  (WW-ll)  #17694;  VPB-18 
#17874 


LIFE  MEMBERSHIPS 


Deane  S.  Abel  (1999)  15  Parkersburg,  W.Va. 
Florence  C.  Adams,  Mabel  L.  Anderson,  Justine 
Ashby,  Vemon  R.  Barnes,  Dr.  Eugene  W.  Beatty, 
Dr.  Robert  M.  Biddle,  Richard  C.  Black,  Audie  E. 
Branstetter,  Hugh  Bruestle,  J.L.  Chaney, 
Anthony  D.  Christopher,  Francis  E.  Clark, 
Genevieve  B.  Clark,  J.  Ray  Conley,  Paul  K. 
Cooper,  E.S.  Craig  Jr.,  Edwin  L.D.  Dils,  Henry  H. 
Dils  Jr.,  Samuel  S.  Dils,  Carl  E.  Dollman,  E. 
Carrell  Douglass,  Harold  L.  Elliott,  John  H. 


Frankhauser,  Murlo  D.  Fansler,  William  P. 
Forbes,  Howard  W.  Giesler,  Warren  C.  Gibson, 
William  J.  Hackett,  Harold  W.  Haught,  Clarence 

A.  Headley,  Franklin  D.  Heck,  Sherman  G.  Hill, 
Charles  M.  Hutzler,  Gordon  W.  Jemison,  Karl  F. 
Kafer,  Clyde  E.  Kelly,  Donald  N.  Kesterson, 
William  H.  Kysor,  Herman  M.  Lewis,  Junior  R. 
Linch,  Foster  M.  Lytle,  Thomas  P.  Malloy, 
William  J.  Matthews  Jr.,  William  E.  McGivern, 
Jack  L.  Miller,  Alvie  W.  Mills,  Paul  R.  Moore, 
George  D.  Porter,  William  B.  Richardson,  Dr. 
Robert  C.  Robinson,  Charles  A.  Rush,  Eugene 

B.  Smith,  William  K.  Steinbeck,  Frank  Stoops, 
Albert  N.  Swartz  Jr.,  John  D.  Webb,  Freda  M. 
Wharton,  Gilmer  S.  Wharton,  Dr.  Frank  R. 
Young,  Willard  D.  Wharton,  Carroll  W.  Wilson, 
Orvil  G.  Wilson,  Donza  T.  Wilson,  William  T. 
Grate  (1999)  21  Santa  Rosa,  Calif. 

Linus  Adams  (1999)  28  Millsboro,  Del. 
Donald  J.  Adder,  John  Anderson,  Kenite  0. 
Bender,  George  K.  Berckman,  Kenneth  G. 
Black    James  Bohan,  Paul  L.  Boyd,  John 
E.  Burke,  Warren  R.  Campbell,  Cart  E. 
Cholewa,  William  B.  Coppel,  Chartes  N. 
Dennis  Jr.,  Michael  P.  Guntlick,  William  E. 
Habbert,  Leonard  E.  Hamilton  Jr.,  Richard  J. 
Hamilton,  Russell  P.  Howe  Jr.,  Bernard 
Jakobouski,  George  A.  Jones,  Stanely 
Kamisnki,  Grover  Kesser  Jr.,  William  R. 
Law,  Robert  W.  Lawson  Sr.,  Walter  J. 
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The  Washington  Mint  Announces  the  Limited  sale  of  the  most 
important  coin  of 1999...  Limited  Advance  price  Only  $39.95 


RARE  HISTORIC  SIGNIHCANCE 
THE  HRST  FULL  COLOR  U.S.  SILVER  DOLLAR 

You  can  now  own  the  coin  that  marks  the  most  important  milestone  in  Numismatic 
History  -  the  Full  Color  1999  American  Silver  Eagle.  Never  before  has  a  1999  Pure 
Silver  Dollar  been  available  in  full,  vibrant,  glowing  color!  The  Full  Color  1999  Silver 
Eagle  uses  new  21st  century  technology  to  produce  the  most  beautiflil  American  Coin 
in  history  -  in  a  Strict  Limited  Edition! 

THE  AMERICAN  SILVER  EAGLE  -  THE  HRST  COIN 
IN  HISTORY  MINTED  FROM  PURE  .999  SILVER 

The  magnificent  Silver  Eagle  is  the  first  coin  ever  struck  by  the  Federal 
Government  from  .999  PURE  SILVER!  This  is  the  PUREST  SILVER  IN  THE 
WORLD.  So  pure  -  it  is  the  same  silver  used  by  NASA  for  critical  electrical 
components  aboard  the  space  shuttle.  Silver  of  this  flawless  quality  has  never  been 
used  for  any  American  coin  before! ! ! 

A  BREATHTAKING  DESIGN 
COMES  TO  LIFE  IN  AMERICA'S  FIRST  FULL 
COLOR  LIMITED  EDITION  SILVER  DOLLAR 

The  breathtaking  design  chosen  for  the  Full  Color  Silver  Eagle  is  the  same 
famed  Walking  Liberty  design  used  on  America's  Half  Dollars  between 
1916-1947!!  The  classic  walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars  are  some  of  the  most 
sought  after  coins  by  collectors  today  -  largely  due  to  their  magnificent  depiction 
of  Miss  Liberty. .  .the  same  Miss  Liberty  that  now,  for  the  FIRST  TIME  this  year, 
walks  in  FULL  COLOR  on  the  Limited  Edition  1999  Color  Silver  Eagle. 

UNPRECEDENTED  SPECIFICATIONS  - 
FREE  AUTHENTIC  COIN  DISPLAY  STAND 

The  specifications  for  this  spectacular  coin  are  unprecedented. 

•  Limited  Edition  -  50,000  Color  Coins  Woridwide. 

•  Historic  First  Silver  Dollar  -  The  First  Full  Color  1 999  Silver  Eagle  Ever! 
Never  Before  Available! 

•  Pure  .999  Silver-  One  Full  Ounce  of  Gleaming  .999  Pure  Silver  in  the 
Magnificent  Silver  Eagle. 


©  1999  The  Washington  Mint,  LLC« 


•  Largest  American  Coin  Ever-  Measuring  a  Massive  40.6mm  in  Diameter! 
Unmatched  by  any  Other  American  Coin! 

•  Brilliant  Uncirculated  Condition  -  Never  Stmck  for  Circulation! 

•  Certificate  of  Authenticity -Hand  Numbered. 

•  FREE  Authentic  Coin  Display  Stand. 

QUANTITY  DISCOUNTS  AVAILABLE 

Beginning  today,  telephone  orders  will  be  accepted  on  a  strict  first-come,  first- 
served  basis  according  to  the  time  and  date  of  the  order. 

Customers  are  urged  to  secure  their  coins  immediately  by  calling  the  toll-free  number 
below.  Earliest  orders  will  receive  the  lowest  registration  numbers...  DO  NOT  DELAY! 

You  can  order: 

ONE  Full  Color  Silver  Eagle  for  just  $39.95  (Item  #1516350) 
THREE  Full  Color  Silver  Eagles  for  just  $113.85  -  Save  5% 
FIVE  Full  Color  Silver  Eagles  for  just  $185.75  -  Save  7% 
TEN  Full  Color  Silver  Eagles  for  just  $359.50  -  Save  10% 

Shipping,  handling,  and  insurance  is  limited  to  $5.50  per  order,  regardless  of  quantity  ordered. 

CALL  NOW  TOLL  FREE 

1-800-926-MINT 

Ext.  50266  (24  hours  a  day,  7  days  a  week) 
A  major  credit  card  is  necessary  to  secure  your  reservation.  The  Washington  IVIint 
fully  guarantees  satisfaction  with  a  money-back  policy  for  a  full  60  days.  Check  orders 
can  be  mailed  to  The  Washington  IVCnt,  Order  Processing  Center,  Offer  Code  50266, 
13605  First  Avenue  North,  Plymouth,  Minnesota  55441 .  Please  be  sure  to  include  your 
$5.50  per  order  for  shipping  and  handling  charge  in  your  check  total. 

The  Washington  Mint,  LLC® 

Since  1981,  The  Washington  IVhnt  has  procured  rare  coins,  secured  bullion  and 
stmck  medallions  for  the  American  numismatic  public  as  an  independent  private  mint, 
not  affiliated  with  the  United  States  Government.  This  independence  provides  the 
cornerstone  for  our  commitment  to  excellence  in  both  product  and  service,  and  most 
importantly,  it  guarantees  to  our  customers  essential  rights  and  complete  satisfaction. 

Visit  our  web  site  at  www.wasliingtonmint.com  i^s^esso] 


IN  SEARCH  OF 


Anyone  who  served  with  the  2ncl  TC  Traffic 
Control  Bn.  in  1946  in  Leghorn,  Italy,  contact 
Robert  L.  Wright  P.O.  Box  333  Paliside,  NE 
69040. 

Anyone  who  served  or  has  family  members 
who  served  at  Fort  Pepperell  in  St.  John's, 
Newfoundland  between  1941  and  1961 
contact  E.  Scammell  12  Kent  Place  St.  St. 
John's  Newfoundland,  Canada  A1B  1V5. 

Aircrew,  Flight  Engineers,  Loadmasters, 
Boomers  and  Maintainers:  the  Air  Mobility 
Command  Office  of  History  would  like  to 
contact  USAF  veterans  who  flew  or  supported 
airlift,  aerial  refueling  or  aeromedical 
evacuation  aircraft  during  the  Korean  War. 


They  would  especially  like  to  hear  from  those 
who  participated  in  the  missions  FOX  PETER  I 
and  FOX  PETER  II.  Contact  Tom  Cossaboom, 
the  command  historian  at  HQ  AMC/HO,  503 
Ward  Drive  Ste.  119,  Scott  AFB,  IL  62225- 
5335. 

Anyone  who  served  with  the  Army  Missile 
Maintenance  Detachment  at  Ft.  Knox,  Ky., 
from  Jan.  1968  to  Aug.  1973,  contact  SFC 
Ret.  Jack  Murray  2363  County  Rd.  97  Ft. 
Payne,  AL  35868,  Ph:  256-845-0013,  or 
email . 


George  F.  Getz  Jr.,  Ohio  Dept.  Dept.  Cmdr.  of 
France  1968-1969. 


Rev.  Paul  J.  Schwaab,  Nebraska  Dept.  Dept. 
Chaplain  1965-1966,  Dept.  Rel.  Emph. 
Chmn.  1965-1966,  Natl.  Am.  Cncl.  Vice 
Chmn.  1966, 1972-1976,  Natl.  Chap.  1971- 
1972,  Natl.  P.R.  Cm.  Consultant  1976-1978. 

John  C.  Bailey  Jr.  Louisiana  Dept.  Natl.  Dist. 
Guests  Cmte.  Memb.  1952-1953,  Natl. 
Child  Welfare  Cm.  Adv.  Bd.  Memb  1953- 
1955,  Natl.  Inter-Amer.  Cmte.  Memb. 
1956-1957,  Natl.  Counter-Subv.  Act 
Cmte.  Memb.  1961-1963,  Dept.  Vice 
Cmdr.  1963-1964,  Depl  Cmdr.  1964- 
1965,  Natl.  Foreign  Rel.  Council  Vice 
Chmn.  1965-1966,  Natl.  Sec.  Council  Vice 
Chmn.  1966-1967,  All  Natl.  Exec.  Cmte. 
Memb.  1967-1969,  Natl.  Law  and  Order 
Cmte.  Memb.  1967-1975,  Natl.  Legis. 


I  WAR  VETS  AND  FAMILIES: 

We  want  to  hear  from  you! 


The  September  2000  issue  of  The  American 
Legion  Magazine  will  tell  the  story  of  Korean  War 
veterans.  If  you  know  someone  who  has  a 
poignant  or  unusual  story  to  tell  about  an  event  in 
the  war  that  started  nearly  50  years  ago,  please 
send  us  the  name,  address,  phone  number  and  a 
brief  description  of  the  event.  We  will  do  the  rest 
and  possibly  contact  the  individual  for  an  inter- 
view. Or,  if  you  prefer,  send  us  a  firsthand  account 
of  a  Korean  War  experience. 

Whether  it's  about  an  event  from  the  war  zone 


or  on  the  homefront,  whether  it's  told  from  the 
perspective  of  a  cook,  pilot,  infantryman  or  desk 
clerk,  we  want  to  hear  it!  Please  keep  the  letters  to 
300  words  or  less  and,  if  possible,  send  a  photo- 
graph relating  to  the  story.  Please  send  the  materi- 
al by  February  1  to: 

Korean  War  Experience 
The  American  Legion  IVIagazine 
P.O.  Box  1055 
Indianapolis,  IN  46206 
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Don't  Let  Your 
Savings  Go  AWOL 

MBNA®  GoldPortfoii(f  Deposit  Accounts 


Invest  in  American  Legion-sponsored 
deposit  accounts  to  fortify  your  invest- 
ment portfolio.  As  a  member  of  the 
American  Legion  or  the  Legion  Auxiliary, 
you  can  take  advantage  of  MBNA's  high- 
yielding  fixed-rate  CD  or  liquid  savings 


money  market  account— with  rates  that 
have  consistently  ranked  among  the  best 
nationwide.  And  both  give  you  the  securi- 
ty of  FDIC  insurance  up  to  $100,000  per 
depositor.  Call  today  to  speak  with  an 
Investor  Services  representative. 


Call  1-800-900-6653,  ext.  6324 

Monday  through  Friday,  8  a.m.  to  8  p.m.,  and 
Saturday,  8  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  (Eastern  time). 
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You  Can 
Count  On 


North  American 

Van  Lines 
1-800-524-5533 
ID#  Membership  Card 


American  Red  Ball 
World-Wide  Movers 

1-800-877-7332 
ID#  Membership  Card 

Atlas  Van  Lines 
1-800-847-6683 
ID#  Membership  Card 


Travel  Services 


Days  Inn 
1-800-268-2195 

Howard  Johnson 
1-800-769-0939 

Ramada  Inn 
1-800-462-8035 

Travelodge 
1-800-545-5545 

(Always  use  ID#  00020204) 

Choice  Hotels 
International 
800-4-CHOICE 
ID#  Membership  Card 

Avis 
1-800-331-1212 
ID#  G343600 

National  Car  Rental 
1-800-CAR-RENT 
ID#  5176669 


 V 


northAmerrcan 


Financial 
Services 


MBNA  America 
Bank,  N.A. 

(Ask  about  other 
services  available) 
1-800-847-7378 
ID#  J8P2 

The  American 
Legion  Annuity 
1-888-353-4466 
ID#  Membership  Card 


American  Legion 
Services 


Customer  Service 
1-800-433-3318 
cs@legion.org 

Emblem  Sales 
1-888-453-4466 
emblem@legion.org 

Americanism/ 
Children  &  Youth 
1-317-630-1203 
acy@legion.org 

Legislative 
1-202-861-2740 
leg@legion.org 

National 
Emergency  Fund 
1-800-433-3318 
ia@legion.org 

Veterans  Affairs 
1-202-861-2758 
var@legion.org 

55  Alive 
Driver  Education 

Course 
1-888-227-7669 


Health  Services 


Discount 
Prescription  Program 

RxAmerica 
1-800-905-9818 
ID#  Membership  Card 

Eye  Care  Plan 

of  America 
1-800-221-3272 
ID#  Membership  Card 


Insurance  Services 


Union  Fidelity 
1-800-523-5758 
ID#  Membership  Card 

Hartford  Life 
Insurance  Company 

1-800-542-5547 
ID#  Membership  Card 

TriCare  Supplement 
1-800-542-5547 


Internet/Computer 
Services 


Internet/l-lomepage 
Provider 

IBelong 
//legion. ibelong.com 

Computer  Provider 

Gateway 
1-888-882-1289 


Employment 
Services 


Hire  Quality 
1-800-414-4733 
www.hire-quality.com 


lEEIOH  SHBPPER 


VIAGRA  ALTERNATIVE 


MOVING? 


IMPOTENCE  SOLUTION  AND  PREVENTION 
WITH  COMPLETE  VACUUM  THERAPY  SYSTEM 

•  Our  system  comes  with  four  rings, 
our  competitors  comes  with  none! 

•  No  prescription  required 

•  Shipped  in  a  plain  package  r- 
to  your  door  ' 


TOLL  FREE  888-231-2486 


>  IVIedicare  patients  may  qualify 


for  a  device  with  no  cost  to  them  I 
I 
I 


ADDRESS _ 
CITY  


IMPO  TEC 
6757 ARAPAHO 
STE711,  BOX  333 
DALLAS,  TX  75248 


CHECK/VISA/MASTERCARD/DISCOVER 

SIGNATURE  


Offical  •  Medals 
Patches  •  Insignia 
Badges  •  Ship  Photo 
Your  Display  Case 
Mounted  &  Engraved 
Flag  Cases 


Call  Now  1-800-486-1651 

For  FREE 32  Page  Color  Catalog 


Medals  of  America 

1929AD  Fairview  Rd.  •  Fountain  Inn,  SC  29644 


I  Visit  ^ 


1  the  Web  @  www.usmedals.com  j 


CLASSIflEB 


SEND  ADVERTISING  COPY 
AND  REMIHANCE  TO: 

Joan  Rizzo 
Classified  Advertising 
Ttie  American  Legion  IVIagazine 
c/o  Fox  Associates,  Inc. 
347  5tln  Ave.,  Suite  1110 
New  Yorl<,  NY  10016 

(212)  725-2106 
FAX  (212)  779-1928 


SUSPENDER  WEARERS!  Frustrated  with  clips  that  con- 
stantly slip  off  your  pants?  Our  suspenders  feature  patent- 
ed  "no-slip  clip".  Brochure/order,  (800)  700-4515.  

CASINO  SUPPLIES/PLAYING  CARDS 

CATALOG,  (800)  233-0828. 


COATS  OF  ARMS 


500,000  NAMES,  32  COUNTRIES.  FREE  CATALOG.  The 
Ship's  Chandler,  Dept.  L,  Wilmington,  VT  05363.  (305) 
375-9469.  wwfw.coatsofarms.com. 


FREE  DEBT  RELIEF!  Not  a  loan.  Not  bankruptcy.  Lower 
payments/interest  instantly!  Private.  Call  Amerix,  (800) 
570-3021,  (ext.  4129). 


CRIBBAGEB0ARD.COM,  (877)  PEGGERS.  

HEALTH  &  HEALTH-CARE  PRODUCTS 

INDEPENDENT  LABS  PROVEN  World's  Best  Active 
Insoles  chair,  car,  trucl<  seat  cushions  endorsements, 
prices,  guarantees  on  request.  Rocl<steady  Ent.  INC., 
(904)  879-6582,  E-mail:  Rocl<Stdy@BellSouth.net. 


END  CONSTIPATION  FOREVER, 


WWW.VINTAGEVIDE0.COM,  CATALOG,  (800)  444-1942. 


BUY  FACTORY  DiBE€Tg 


Ideal  for  shop,  boat  &  vehicle  storage 


20x30  30x44  47x  100 
25x32     40x60    50x  120 


Inventory  varies 
Factory  Direct  ■  Toll  Free 

800/715-6482 


All  classified  advertising  is  payable  in  advance  by 
check  or  money  order.  Please  make  remittance  payable 
to  "The  American  Legion  Magazine."  RATES:  $23  per 
word.  Count  street  addresses  and  box  numbers  as  two 
words;  ail  city,  state  and  zip  codes  as  three  words. 
CIRCULATION:  2,700,000  per  month.  DEADLINE:  Adver- 
tising copy  must  be  received  60  days  before  cover  date  of 
issue  desired.  Aii  advertisements  are  accepted  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  publisher. 


MISCELLANEOUS  

CIGARS:  SAMPLERS,  GIFTS,  FREE  CATALOG.  Toil 
free:  (877)  375-3042.  E-mail:  stogy@aoi.com.  Web: 
www.educatedcigar.com. 

SENECASMOKES,  DISCOUNT  CIGARETTES.  Cartons 
start  at  $12.50.  Call  toil  free,  (877)  234-2447. 
www.senecasmokes.com. 


OF  INTEREST  TO  ALL 


SHIPS-IN-A-BOTTLE.  Expertly  Handcrafted.  (954)  983- 


6112. 


KOREAN  WAR  VETERANS  NATIONAL  MUSEUM 
AND  LIBRARY  -  Become  a  charter  member  and  help 
make  it  a  reality.  Have  your  reunion  in  Tuscola,  Illinois,  the 
future  site  of  the  KWVNM&L.  (217)  253-5813, 
www.theforgottenvictory.org. 


WWW.BLMALL.COM/MALL/A1  .HTM. 


WWW.USIMAGES.COM. 


PERSONALS 


NICE  SINGLES.  Old-fashioned  values,  FREE  magazine. 
Send  age.  Singles,  Box  310-ALM,  Aliardt,  TN  38504. 
spiritlif@aol.com. 

ASIAN  WOMEN!  Overseas,  marriage-minded.  Sunshine 
International  Correspondence,  Box  5500-HK,  Kailua-Kona, 
HI  96745-5500.  (808)  325-7707,  http://sunshine-girls.com. 


MILITARY  CURRENCY,  (617)  523-0003. 
BOY  SCOUT  PATCHES,  (940)  455-2519. 


OLD  GUITARS, 


WINE  &  BEER  MAKING 


northAmerlcan  Offers 
Moving  Discount 

SAVE  40% 

On  Your  Next 
Interstate  Move! 

North  American  Van  Lines  offers 
American  Legion  members  a  40% 
discount  on  interstate  moves.  Let 
North  American,  the  world's  largest 
professional  mover,  transport  your 
household  goods  with  moving  ser- 
vices to  meet  every  need  and  budget. 
In  addition  to  saving  40%,  you  will  re- 
ceive up  to  $50,000  coverage  on  your 
household  goods  at  no  charge. 

For  more  information  or  a  free 
estimate,  call  Andy  Mento  at  Quality 
Movers/North  American  Van  Lines. 

1-800-524-5533 


great  ^dida^  Qifi  Idea&i 


1921  MORGAN  SILVER  DOLLARS 

(BRILLIANT  UNCIRCULATED)  \ 

*|i;50  A 

oniyI^cercoin  ^ 

Or  Buy  20  Corns  and  Saw  $31  %    m        '  ^ 

ONLY  $279.00  "'^m/ 
JOE  DiMAGGIO  "The  Last  American  Hero" 

AUTOGRAPHED  OFFICIAL  AMERICAN  LEAGUE  BASEBALL 

■  Comes  Wild  lener  of  Jrd  Pony  forensic  Auidenticoljon  ★ 

oo 


J249 


Limit  One  Per  Househo/d 


MAjOR  CREDIT  CARDS  ACCEPTED 

CALL  TOLL  FREE  I  -888-260-8 1 1 1 

OR  SEND  PAYMENT  TO 

9  Susan  Drive  •  Wading  River,  New  York  I  1792 


ALL-AMERICAN  BOYS  CHORUS 


2  Fabulous  Holiday  Recordings! 
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IIEIOH  SHOPPER 


HealthDri 

INCONTINENCE  UNDERGARMENTS 

Underwear  That  Keeps  Your  Secret! 
For  a  dealer  near  you  call: 

#TransAqua 

1-800-769-1899 

http://www.trans-aqua.com 

Completely  Washable,  No  Liners,  &  Saves  Up  To  $1,000  a  Year  Over  Disposables! 


HEARING  AIDS 
uPTo  60%  SAVINGS 


This  IS  all 
you  wear' 


30-DAY 
TRIAL 

TRY 
BEFORE 
YOU  BUY 


GUARANTEED  LOWEST  PRICES! 

•ALL  MAKES  4  MODELS     •  TERMS  ARRANGED 
•  30  YRS.  EXPERIENCE       •  ALL  MAKE  REPAIRS 
.  CUSTOM  INSTRUMENT  SPECIALISTS  ■ 

FOR  FREE  INFORMATION  CALL: 

1-800-323-1212 

We're  the  oldest,  biggest  and  best 

LLOYDS,  DEPT.  AL    BOX  1645.ROCKFOR0,IL61110 


HAT    PINS  -  medals; 


FREE  COLOR  CATALOG 

2500+  Military  Designs 
Army,  Navy,  Air  Force,  Marines 
Call  now!  Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1159 

Custom  pins  &  patches  available. 
Dealer  inquiries  welcon 


by  Hoover's  Mfg.,  Co. 

RO.i 


I 


¥  Slot  Machines 
«  Poker  Chips 
♦  Video  Polcer 


♦  Gambling  Books  *  Computer  ProgramsJ 
» Las  Vegas  Nile  Supplies 

♦  Playing  Cards  ♦Roulette  Wheels 

♦  VHS  Gambling  Tapes 


mmm%mm 

800  S.  MAIN  ST.,  LAS  VEGAS,  NV 


Call  for  60  page  color  catalog! 

Call  800-322-2447 

Fax  702-366-0329  •  In  Nevada  702-382-9903 
www.ggss.com  or  E-mail:  ggs@fiax.net 


Celebrate  July  4th  &  All  Events 

CARBIDE  CANNON 

'""""'"'j^  $139.95 

Mammoth  Cannons  shool 
Hilh  lerriflc  B.4NG!  Haii 
bang-up  lime  al  special 
evenls.  Use.s  powdered  car- 
bide ammo.  Hundreds  of  shols  for  few  cents.  All  metal 
large,  rugged  cast  iron  wheels.  Machined  brass  mechanism  for  easy  loading 


postpaid;  17" 

rapid  tiring  and 


$109.95  postpaid;  25"  cannon  (shown  here)  with 
latic  loading.  $139.95  postpaid.  The  larger  the 
thelouder  the  bang!  Carbide  ammo,  about  100  shots,  $7.50;  3- 


ing.  $139.95  postpaid.  The  larger  ihe 


pacl<  $18.00.  Sparli  plugs,  3-pack  $2.00.  Send  check. 


The  Conestoga  Co..  Inc.,  Dept  AL,  PO  Box  405,  Bethlehem,  PA  18016 

.  *  Call  1-800-987-BANG  ** 

wwH.bigbangcannons.com   


In  mud. 
In  snow.  In  water. 
Incredible. 

MAX  6-wheei  drive  ATV's. 
2-  and  a-passenger  models. 


wvvw.maxatvs.com 
Call  toll-free  1-800-255-2511 


Solid  Wood  Flag  Case 
Oak  $49."' 
LISA     ^im^    Cherry  or  Walnut  $59.' 

(plus  7.50  ea.  S/H) 

PO  Box  37CW  888-597-8833 

Hickory,  NC  28603         Satisfaction  Guaranteed 


New  &  WORLD'S  LOWEST  Buy,  Sell 
Used  pRias        _&  Trade 


ElectroEase®  Scooters  •  Adjustable  Beds  • 
Lift  Chairs  &  Sloir  Lifts  1  -800-727-1 954 


STATE  COMMEMORATIVE  QUARTERS 


Delaware       Pennsylvania    New  Jersey 

ANY  3  FOR  $1.95  (FREE  POSTAGE) 


Sturdy  16  x  26 
Wall 
Plaque 

(Holds  all  50  Statesll 

Village  Coin  Shop 
P.O.Box  207,  Dept  A 
Plaistow,  NH  03865 
Phone  1-800-782-9349  _ 
All  Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 

Satisfaction  guaranteed 


Military  Rings 


Your  "Classic" 
Military  Ring  will  be  a 
treasured  symbol  of  your 
service.  Over  80  rings  to 
choose  from. 

Men's  ring  prices  start 
at  $127.  60  day  money- 
I  back  guarantee.  Call  for  a  FREE  color  brochure: 
■  (503)731-9256  (24  hr.  recorded  message). 
I  Or  write:  Classic  Military  Rings,  435  SE  85th 
I  Dept.  A-1299,  Portland  OR  97216. 
I  Visit  our  website  at  www.ClassicRings.com 


lCodeA-12991 


Badge-A-Minft 


Yes.  it's  really  possible  by  making  and  selling  bright, 
colorful  pinback  buttons.  Buttons  cost  less  than 
40C  to  make  and  can  in  turn  be  sold  for  $1, 
or  more!  Sell  your  Badge-A-Minit  buttons 
fairs,  flea  markets,  conventions  and  more. 
Or  promote  your  upcoming  fundraisers 
by  wearing  buttons  around  town! 


request  a  FREE  catalog! 


U.S.  MILITARY  MEDALS-PINS 


CUSTOM  NAVY  SHIP'S  CAPS 
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imH  SHOPPIR 


RHODES  HEARING 
FREE  CATALOG! 

jjg^  MINI-CANAL 

SAVE  HUNDREDS! 
45  DAY  TRIAL! 


VIAGRA.  DIDIM'T  WORK? 


.  NOW  AVAILABLE  WTHOUT 
A  PRESCRIPTION 

•  NOW  AVAILABLE  AT  ALL 
ECKERD  DRUGSTORES 
AND  SNYDER  DRUGSTORES 

.  FOR  FREE  INFORMATION  CALL: 

1 -800-475-3091 

•  Viagra  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Pfizer 


Encore  Medical,  Inc.,  1002  N.  Central  Expressway.,  Ste.  341,  Richardson,  TX  75080 


It's  right  at  Eckerd!" 
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HEARING  AID  CATALOG 
BUY  DIRECT !  SAVE  70% 


Huge  Selection 
Low,  Low  Prices 
45  Trial  Period 
Payment  Terms 
'Write  For  Free  Catalog  ! 


MONROE  HEARING  AID 
P.O.  BOX  A-3976  DEPT.  8 
CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS  60690 


2  SEAT  BIKE 

Drives  Like  a  Car! 

Easy  to  Pedal  

Multi-Speed 
Street  Legal  f  ^ 
1 ,  2  &  4  Seater^ 
Free  Literature 


Riionne/  cnn 


1-615-822-2737  Ext.  3386 
www.4wc.com/73386 


MEN:  BE  TALLER!! 

TIRED  OF  BEING 
CONSIDERED 
SHORT?   Try  our 

quality  footwear. 
HIDDEN  height 
increaser  inside 
shoes.  Will  make 
you  up  to  3"  TALLER 
fortable.  Discreet  pack 
EEE.  In  business  sine 
TEE!  Call  or  write  for 
shoes.com 

ELE) 

RICHLEE  SHO 
P.O.  BOX  3566 

Over  100  styles.  Extremely  com- 
aging.  Sizes  5  to  12.  Widths  B  to 
e  1939  MONEYBACK  GUARAN- 
FREE  color  catalog,  www.elevator- 

/ATORS®  D 

E  COMPANY,  DEPT.AL9D 
FREDERICK,  MD  21705 

1-800-343-3810 

P^Enjoy  an  active 
rewarding  lifestyle! 

scooter  Lifts  &  Ramps  Available 
Quality  &  Savings  You  Deserve! 

1-800-229-1317 
Scooter  Discounters 


America's  Higliest  Quality, 
Lowest  Priced  Steel  Buildings 


ARE  ON  SALE!! 

g^yoAR'/'r,?,?"!  


20  YEAR 
WARRANTY 


TOUGH  PROTECTION  FOR  YOUR 

MasterCraft     with  plenty  of  room 

steel  Building  Systems  left  over  for  a  workshop 

1-888-781-6629  ext#i236 

www.straightwallsteelbldgs.com 


EYEGLASS  HEARING  AlCStS 
WITH  ASIIVIPLETUBEI 
LEAVE  THE  EAR  CANAL  OPEN 


CALL  OR  WRITE: 
RHODES  HEARING 

DEPT  R11, 
BROOKPORT  IL  62910 
1-800-320-3300  EXT  R11 
FOR  YOUR  FREE  CATALOG! 


Se.M)  for  a  \'ErER/U>i  Catalog  for  %l.m:  W/ 

PIECES  OF  HISTORY  ^ 

'O  Bi«75W,  DepI  \L.  Cave  Creek,  A Z  85i:7  '^5-' 


1 : 602-488- 1377  Fa<:  1-800-488- 1316 


NEW  AUTHORS 

PUBLISH  YOUR  WORK 

ALL  SUBJECTS  CONSIDERED 
WRITE,  OR  SEND  YOUR  MANUSCRIPT  TO: 

MINERVA  PUBLISHING  CO. 

1001  BRICKELL  BAY  DR.,  #2310,  MIAMI,  FL  33131 


SAVE  THIS  AD! 

Grab  Bar 


The  Port-A-Bar  is  ideal  for  fiberglass  tubs  and 
sliowers  when  a  grab  bar  is  I 

•  Laboratory  tested  -  easy  to  use 

•  Position  anywhere 

•  Use  wtien  traveling 


Only  $85.00 
each! 

Order  Today! 
Vacuum  Technology 
Does  it  all 


vsrww.GrabitOnilne.com 

Toll  Free:  1-800-542-5076  •  Direct  Call:  1-651-439-8028 
All  major  credit  cards  accepted  ■  Grabit,  Inc.,  Stillwater,  MN 
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Deadly  Weapon 

Jack  Benny  was  invited  to  the  White  House.  A  guard 
stopped  him  and  asked  what  he  had  in  the  violin  case  he 
was  carrying.  "A  machine  gun,"  said  Benny  solemnly. 
With  the  same  solemnity,  the  guard  said,  "Oh,  okay.  I  was 
afraid  for  a  moment  that  it  was  your  violin." 

-  Quoted  by  Henry  O.  Dorman 

Age 

Years  ago  we  discovered  the  exact  point,  the  dead  center  of 
middle  age.  It  occurs  when  you  are  too  young  to  take  up 
golf  and  too  old  to  rush  up  to  the  net. 

-  Franklin  P.  Adams 


"I'm  not  a  'Santa's  Helper'!  I'm  a  "Wish  Procurement 
Expert'!" 


Mass  Media 

Doctors  bury  their  mistakes.  Lawyers  hang  them.  But  jour- 
nalists put  theirs  on  the  front  page. 

-  Anonymous 

One  of  the  greatest  truisms  I've  learned  is  that  no  news  is 
good  news;  no  journalists  is  even  better. 

-  Nicolas  Bentley 

The  bulk  of  the  contents  of  the  modem  newspaper  is  half 
ads  and  the  other  half  lies  between  the  ads. 

-  Anonymous 


"We  stockpiled  all  this  food  and  we're  still  gonna 
starve  to  death.  Our  can  opener  isn't  Y2K  compliant." 
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Thermal  Kin 


Imported 

•Thermolite® 
trademark  of  Dupon 


BROWN 


BLACK 


Duke  Habernickel,  Pres. 
1600  Pennsylvania  Avenue 
PeckviUe,  PA  18452 


iMoW 

v^*t^  ThermoWe' 


!  Insulations 


WARMER  THAN 
EVER  BEFORE! 

We  added  Thermolite®  thermal 
insulation  throughout  the  whole  foot 
to  maximize  warmth  for  your  winter 
protection  and  comfort.  Try  this  and 
all  these  other  features  on  for  size: 
•  Water-repellent,  flexible, 
man-made  uppers  wipe  clean 
with  a  damp  cloth  — never  need  shining. 

•  Warm,  acrylic  fleece  lining,  top  to  toe. 

•  Thick,  foam-padded  cushioned  insoles. 

•  No-slip,  bouncy  rubber  outsole  with 

sure  grip  traction  tread. 

•  Full  side  zipper  for  easy  on,  easy  off. 

•  Decorative  strap  with  gold-tone  buckle 
around  top  adds  a  nice  fashion  touch. 

All  this,  a  terrific  price  and  now  for 
a  limited  time  only  FREE  POSTAGE! 
Order  yours  today! 


New  Customer  Offer! 


^Thermal  King 

BOOTS 


2  for  57.50  3  for  84.95 


1  Send  

,  pairs  of  boots. 
,  1  enclose 

D  and  EEE*  Widths 
(*add  $2  per  pair  for  EEE): 

7   7'/2   8   8/2   9   9'/.  10 
10/2    11    12  13 

'  purchase  price, 
plus  ^3$>^9tct3 

l€ 

}  7EH-47F 

What 
Size? 

D  or 
EEE? 

How 
Many? 

S 

BU\CK 

ni*^^^postage. 

GA  residents  add  sales  tax. 

R 

BROWN 

L 

GREY 

□  Check  Enclosed       □  Discover/NOVUS® 

□  Visa    □  MasterCard         Exp.:  /  


□  Mr. 

PLEASE  PRINT: 

□  Mrs. 

□  Ms. 

Address 

Act.  # 

Citv 

State 

Zip 

100%  Satisfaction  Guaranteed  or 
L  _  I^IRefundof^rchase^ice  atAny  Time^ 


|For  fastest  possible  service  call  1-800-742-2263 


Order  24  hours  a  day,  7  days  a  week! 


Winter  Proof 

PARKA 


Extraordinary  Value! 

95 
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Postagei 


With  Protection  iike  thiis, 
WHY  PAY  $300?!!! 

Rugged  Windproof,  Waterproof  Nyion  Shell. 
,  .  ^  Deep,  Hefty  Polyester  Fiberfill  Insulation. 
•^•Easy-on/Easy-off  quilted  nylon  lining  thruout. 
.^^•E-Z  Glide  Zipper  &  full  snap  storm  flap. 
iS»2-Way  Cushion  Collar  to  wear  up  or  down! 
'"•Plenty  of  Pockets:  2  deep  slash  chest  pockets, 
2  big  dual-entry  cargo  pockets  —  even  an 
inside  chest  pocket! 
•Masculine  "Great  Shoulders"  styling. 
•Good  long  Seat-warmer  length 
'Adjustable  drawstring  waist 
•Snug  no-draft  elasticized  storm  cuffs 
•100%  Machine  Wash  and  Dry! 
All  Weather  Comfort,  Outstanding 
Quality,  and  Powerful  Good  Looks! 
ONLY  $2m!  Order  Now  and 
SAVE  A  FORTUNE! 


Duke  Habernickel,  Pres. 
1600  Pennsylvania  Ave.,  Peckville,  PA  18452 


length  r~i  »T.  ^ 

rshipsn  yyinter 
Proof 

I  PARKA 


2  for  57.50     3  for  84.95 


Haband  1600  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  Peckville,  PA  18452 
coats.  I  enclose  $  purchase  price,  plus 

for 


REGULAR  8(34-36)  M(38-40) 

SIZES  L(42-44)  XL(46-48) 


Big  Men  (juat  I 


i  pel*  pall*)! 


2XL{50-52)  3XL(54-56)  NO  EXTRA 
4XL(58-60)  5XL(62-64) 


Q 

)  7TK-31N 

WHAT 
SIZE? 

HOW 
MANY? 

A 

Teal/Navy 

B 

Burgundy/Black 

C 

Grey/Charcoal 

